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Effects of two tagging methods on Schizothorax o'connori juveniles

ZHU Tingbing', ZENG Benhe’,LIU Haiping’, YANG Deguo"”
(1. Key Laboratory of Freshwater Biodiversity Conservation, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China, Yangtze River Fisher-
ies Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Fisheries Science, Wuhan 430223, Hubei, China; 2. Institute of Fisheries Science, Tibet
Academy of Agricultural and Animal Husbandry Sciences, Lhasa 850000, Tibet, China)

Abstract: Schizothorax o'connori is an endemic plateau fish species and mainly distributes in the middle the Yarlung
Zangbo River. A 30-day tagging trial was conducted to compare the tagging effects of visible implant elastomer (VIE)
tags and T-bar tags on juvenile S. o'connori under cement tank conditions. The experimental fish were individed into three
groups, including VIE group, T-bar tags group and the control group. The VIE tags were tagged into the head skin and
the T -bar tags were tagged into the base of the dorsal fin. During the experimental period, the water temperature was
10. 1~11. 7 °C, and the dissolved oxygen was 3. 65~7. 54 mg/L. The results showed no significant individual size differ-
ences before and after the experiment, and also no significant differences among groups. The mean survival rate of VIE
group, T-bar group and control group were 95.8%, 92.0% and 97. 5%, respectively. The mean tag retention of VIE
group and T-bar group were 100% and 88.95%, respectively. The present study indicate that VIE is suitable for short-
term tagging methods for juvenile S. o'connori.
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Fig. 1 Survival rate of juvenile Schizothorax o'connori
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Fig. 2 Tag retention of juvenile Schizothorax o'connori
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