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Abstract: The Mo Jing text encompasses a systematic philosophy of design. The Mohist philosophy of design stands as the sole
ancient design philosophy system that spans both Eastern and Western traditions. "obtaining and then completing” tackles the
fundamental issue of analyzing the causation of material properties. "the part is divided from the whole" presents a systematic
perspective, encompassing the deconstruction and reconstruction between the whole and its parts, which intersects with the
ontology, epistemology, and methodology of design. "Qie, related to the appearance of future things" highlights that the essence
of design lies in conceptualizing the forms of future entities, tied to the ontology of design. "Obtaining and being pleased/
displeased" incorporates user experience, emphasizing that design should cater to users' needs and emotions. "Achievement,
benefiting the people" underscores the importance of design in serving the public good. "Unable and not harmful" offers an
evaluation principle for assessing the value of objects from a systemic viewpoint, embodying the theory of design value. "Law,
what the masses follow" and "the concept of the circle, with compasses as a tool for drawing perfect circles—these three, when
united, form the basis of the law" provide the conditions under which a design plan can gain mass acceptance, forming part of
the methodology of design. "Hearing cognition, presumption cognition, embodied cognition, naming cognition, practice
cognition, unity cognition, and achieving cognition" constitute a cognitive sequence related to the epistemology of design.
"Correctness, appropriateness, necessity" involves the testing of design plans, the principle of appropriateness, and the principle
of necessity, integrating design value theory and methodology. These texts offer guidance on design thinking and methods while
emphasizing the ethics and social responsibility inherent in design, aligning with contemporary design philosophy concepts. They
can be seen as the foundational concepts and principles of the Mohist philosophy of design.

Keywords: Design Philosophy; Engineering Philosophy; Mozi; Mo Jing; Mohist; design



