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Population Mobility of Urban Agglomeration in China:
A Case Study on the Three Coastal Agglomerations

Sun Yang'?, Yao Shimou', Lu Dadao’, Zhang Luocheng'

(1.Nanjing Institute of Geography & Limnology, Nanjing 210008, Jiangsu,China; 2.University of Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Beijing 100049, China; 3.Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Betjing 100101, China)

Abstract: New urbanization focuses on people-oriented urban modernization. Three core urban agglomerations
represented by coastal urban agglomeration in China are becoming a new model of regional development and
space combination with Chinese characteristics. This study on population absorption and flow process in the
advancement of the three coastal urban agglomerations proves that: 1) In core areas of economic agglomera-
tion, the degree of population aggregation is high, and the centralization characteristics of population spatial
structure are obvious. 2) The ability of urban agglomeration to absorb floating population increased, and the ab-
sorption capacity is proportional to the level of urban agglomeration. 3) In the aspect of immobilization of pop-
ulation flow structure in the urban agglomeration area, eastern coastal cities are the preferred area for the float-
ing population. Furthermore, the trend of population inflow from the west to the east is becoming increasingly
obvious, and population flow is relatively immobilized, which becoming the main source of urban population.
Strengthening the profound understanding of development functions of the major cities in urban agglomeration
areas and enhancing the construction of a comprehensive city management database are necessary. In addition,
analyzing the internal relations between urban agglomerations and the reasonable arrangement of the urban
population, as well as the regional division of labor and the cooperation between cities in the industrial chain,
are important to achieve a more profound exploration of the overall development trend of China’ s urban ag-

glomeration.

Key words: new urbanization; the coastal urban agglomeration; harmonious city; population urbanization; pop-

ulation mobility



