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China’s Agenda 21: Strategic Choice and Practice Pursuing Sustainable Development

Wang Weizhong

(The Ministry of Science and Technology, P.R.C. 100862 Beijing)

Abstract The formulation of China’s Agenda 21 is an inevitable choice for China’s development and also an important
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commitment in support of the spirit of United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). During the past 20
years, great efforts have been made in implementing China’s Agenda 21 and pursuing the road of sustainable development based on
unique Chinese conditions, with remarkable progress being achieved in the fields of economic development, poverty eradication,
resources conservation and environmental protection, as a great contribution to global sustainable development. However, in the
changing context both in the national and global scales, new challenges in implementing sustainable development strategy, in
particular the imbalance, mal-coordination and un-sustainability have posed arduous obstacles during the development process. In the
future, China needs to move forwards with guidelines of the Scientific Outlook on Development, and effectively promote the
transformation of economic development pattern in the global context of green technology revolution, and actively participate in the
global framework and governance of sustainable development with the view of common but differentiated responsibility principle
and the concept of win-win cooperation.
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