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Effects of maturity on quality of upper leaves in flue-cured tobacco in Henan province

PENG Yu-fu!, ZHANG Shu-wei', CAI Xian-jie2 , LIU Mao-lin'
1 Technology Center of China Tobacco Henan Industrial Co., Ltd., Zhengzhou 450000, China;
2 Zhengzhou Tobacco Research Institute of CNTC, Zhengzhou 450001, China

Abstract: Effects of maturity on quality of upper leaves in flue-cured tobacco in Henan province was studied . Results showed

that upper leaf was loose in structure, medium in body, strong in color intensity with increasing maturity. When leaves from

upper stalk position matured, content of total sugar, reduced sugar and potassium increased, while content of protein and

starch decreased. The ratio of reduced sugar to total sugar increased with increasing maturity till its peak and then reduced.

Scores of aroma quality, aroma amount, offensive taste and after taste were improved with increasing maturity in upper leaves.

Key words: flue-cured tobacco; upper leaves; maturity; chemical components; sensory quality
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