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Theoretical Thinking on Establishing “National Programs of
Indigenous Technological Innovation™

Gao Xudong

(Tsinghua University Research Center for Technological Innovation, Beijing 100084)

Abstract: This paper discusses three topics: why indigenous technological innovation is important in the era

of globalization; what are the key challenges in indigenous technological innovation; and why it is necessary to

establish national indigenous technological innovation programs. The author indicates that local firms would not

be able to compete with multinational companies without developing proprietary technology; the key challenge of

indigenous technological innovation is not about proprietary technology development but about “latecomer disad-

vantage”, which makes it hard for technology and products developed by local firms to be accepted by the market.

For this reason, in order for indigenous technological innovation to be successful, it’s necessary to establish na-

tional indigenous technological innovation programs, in addition to efforts at the firm level.

Key words: national program; indigenous technological innovation; innovation theory; public policy

- E )



