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Calculation and application of partition coefficients of light
hydrocarbons in oil-based mud system
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(1. Laboratoire LR3E. Ecole Nationale d’Ingénieurs de Sfax, Rte Soukra km 3, Sfax, Tunisia; 2. Separation Science Group,
Department of Organic and Macromolecular Chemistry, Ghent University, Krijgslaan 281-S4, B-9000 Ghent, Belgium)

Abstract: To find out the relationship between the oil-based mud, the formation fluid and the extracted gas, we use a thermodynamic
approach based on static headspace gas chromatography technique to calculate the partition coefficients of 47 kinds of light hydrocarbons
compounds between nCs and nCg in two kinds of oil-based mud-air systems, and reconstruct the original formation fluid composition
under thermodynamic equilibrium. The oil-based drilling mud has little effect on the formation fluid compositions in the range of
nCs—nC;s (less than 1% for low-toxicity oil-based mud and less than 10% for oil-based mud). For most light hydrocarbon compositions,
the partition coefficients obtained by vapor phase calibration and the direct quantitative methods have errors of less than 10%, and the
partition coefficients obtained by direct quantitative method are more accurate. The reconstructed compositions of the two kinds of crude
oil have match degrees of 91% and 89% with their real compositions, proving the feasibility and accuracy of reconstructing the
composition of original formation fluid by using partition coefficients of light hydrocarbon compositions between nCs and nCs.
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0.626 99% nCsg
0.66 99% Benz 0.879
99% CH 0.78 99%
nC, 0.68 99% 2 2 4-
TMP 0.692 99%
MCH 0.77 99% TOL
0.865 99.8% nCg
0.703 99%
(24] Redlich-Kwong nCs nC¢ Benz CH TMP nC, MCH
(23] TOL nCs STK1 STK2
[26-27] 1
nCs— 4 C
nCg 2 1 STK1 STK2
- 47 nCs—nCyq ESTD1  ESTD2-L1—ESTD2-L10
BS 140 C
ESTD1
EVSTI—EVST6 ESTDI1
1 1 ESTD2-L1—
ESTD2-L10 10 50 100 250 500
1.1 {LEF 1000 2500 5000 8000 10000 mg/L
Sigma-Aldrich nCs
=1 R WERRNMFERSFEREATNEE
ug L™
nCs nCs Benz CH TMP nC, MCH TOL nCy
STK2 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00 44 900 000.00
STK1 69 600 000.00 73 300 000.00 97 700 000.00 86 700 000.00 76 900 000.00 75 600 000.00 85 600 000.00 96 100 000.00 78 100 000.00
ESTDI 278 220.00 293 330.00 390 670.00 346 670.00 307 560.00 302 220.00 342 220.00 384 440.00 312 440.00
EVSTI 14.06 14.82 19.74 17.51 15.54 15.27 17.29 19.42 15.78
EVST2 42.19 44.48 59.25 52.57 46.64 45.83 51.90 58.30 47.38
EVST3 168.98 178.16 237.28 210.55 186.80 183.56 207.85 233.50 189.77
EVST4 380.21 400.86 533.87 473.74 420.29 413.00 467.67 525.37 426.97
EVST5 1284.18 1353.93 1 803.18 1 600.10 1.419.57 1 394.96 1.579.58 1 774.46 1442.14
EVST6 2 562.16 270132 3.597.67 319247 2 83230 2 783.18 3 151.54 3 540.37 2 877.32
1.2 R 20 C 250 r/min 10 min
@ 46 mL 93 mL
2 ESTD1
COL1 0.825 nCs—nCy 20 C 250 r/min
23% 10 min
@ 455 uL  ESTDI 1.3 BRI
45.5 mL 1
93 mL /
ESTDI1 1% 70 mL

1.041 ESTD1
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&2 HHRDM
/ / / /
(g-em™) /s (mPa-s) /Pa /Pa 1% (mg-L™") (gmL™") 1% % 1% 1%
(2;'3%) 43 15 7.6 zg 13.76 81 19 81521 18.24 950 0.2
(213'2,,‘”0) 75 23 53 g; 1452 79 21 37500  6.65 646 0.1 2.7
Jﬁ%ﬁ? {Er_gj%% e 1 mL
/ 1 mL HP-PONA
50 mx0.20 mmx0.50 pm
Hewlett-Packard 6890
300 C
1.0 mL/min 25 cm/s
35 C 219kPa 300 C 420 kPa
50 1
g 2 min 35 C 5 min
Tz (ENHS 3.5 C/min 70 C 4.5 ‘C/min
160 C 50 ‘C/min
E1 ETENEBRZHFEHNNERERGEREE 300 °C 5 min 10 min
(26] ESTDI 300 mL/min
[28] 40 mL/min
ASTM-D5134 KOVATS
30 min nCs—nCyg
[29]
40 60 80 90 C ESTD2-L1—ESTD2-L10
140 C 1 200 r/min nCs—nCg
1 6
200 kPa 140 C
1 mL McAuliffe®”  Suzuki P
3 min Kolb Ettrel®
Sa- A 1
= ' 1-¢7 1-0
1 qg Ind; -1 A
4 Ind; -1 O=e¢? Ind; i-1
1.4 S
[26]
10 uL
Agilent 7683B 0.2 pL 1.960 21
nCs nC¢ Benz CH nC; MCH
1% TOL nCg
3 F,
5% F, F,  MCH nC; F, TMP
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151 AL EE
Rohrschneider (32]
1% ESTDI1
40, 60, 80, 90 C
K. :l @—V 2
J V] CgJ g
COL1 .
J
Agj A,
L1 .
o o, ® 60 uL ESTDI 93 mL
140 C
1 J
1% COLI1
A
80 C o)
2.1 HESHBR-TSHRAEERD nCs—nCs A5 B 57 B R E]
Cy, 1% ESTDI
) 5 5
1.5.2 A& 4k
HC5
Jalbert 27! 3 6.5% 8
3.0% 2.28%
10%
Kolb 129
3 Ind;, i-1
VtAcz'r_As/Vg 2 In4,
.= ! 2 3 . 2
J A, i1 0.970<R><0.999
A a4 !
V. A J q
0 1-0 3
1 4 65%~75%
25%~35%

[26]
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3 140 CT 93 mL FZEF 60 uL #r/EF% ESTD1 L EM T IRBUNEM LR

ESTDI / . 2
-1 -1 s q 4 0 A
/(mg-L™) /(ng'L7™) min 1 2 3 4 (1-0)/%
nCs 278.22 187.57 5.17 47.65 846 268 093 -1.30 3930 027 7261 09853 54.12
nCq 293.33 195.81 8.04 58.60 7.48 239 085 -1.39 43.58 0.5 7496 09702 58.13
Benz 390.67 260.78 1026  101.35 25.02 8.82 3.40 —1.12 89.47 0.33 67.47  0.9917 132.62
CH 346.67 231.41 10.72 7760 1193 3.90 140 -132 60.73 0.7 73.19 09772 82.98
TMP 307.56 205.31 12.34 70.11 11.53  3.79 136 -129 5595 0.7 72.57 09800 77.10
nC; 302.22 201.74 12.93 68.50 11.55 3.84 142 -127 5473 0.28 7202 09795 75.99
MCH 342.22 228.45 14.09 8132 1547 523 195 -123 67.15 029 7072 09839 94.95
TOL 384.44 256.63 16.09  101.06 39.53 1542 629 -0.93 100.24 0.40 60.43  0.9999 165.87
nCs 312.44 208.57 18.83 7488 17.93 644 250 —1.12 6526 0.33 67.43 09899 96.79
y=-13163x+4.106 4 nC; *nC, *Benz -CH -TMP 40,
5 B =09772 *MCH TOL +nC; *nC, .
' =~1.228 3x +4.206 9 60, 80, 90 C
=—1.1229x +4.4939 4 4
3 =-0.927 2x + 4.607 6 5 4 6
} 0.999 9
T2
1 0.5%~8.0%
‘ | | N e o
or R2=09795 3 =—1384 7x+3.774 . T4 SHEHREZPELXFRSHANELER
-1 ; R=09102 - ! /oW v/ Vi 2
t g 1 s c
0 ! izl 3 4 C mL mL mL pL ns "
40 91.87 46.863 45.003 449.56 60 7.493
F2 SHEKEEARERMBEEZTERREPZENST 60 93.41  47.640 45776 45776 60 7.629
. 80 91.53  46.700 44.836 448.00 60 7.467
8 |
BRI 90 9247  47.170 45306 453.00 60 7.550
40 91.87 46.863 45.003 449.56 60 7.493
60 93.00  47.430 45570 45570 60 7.595
80 91.94  46.897 45.038 449.00 60 7.483
90 9436  48.110 46249 462.00 60 7.700
#z5 SEAREEZFELREDNNUIEER
An Am A,
40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C 40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C 40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C
nCs 0.181 0.304 13.738  23.072  42.835 58.402 1.403 1.956 13.738  23.072  42.835 58.402
nCs 0.829 1.581 6.119 11.673 25.117 35.378 1.351 1.908 6.119 11.673 25.117 35.378
Benz 0.123 0.239 5.305 10260  23.678 33.155 21.669  27.320 5.305 10.260  23.678 33.155
CH 1.683 3.266 4.618 8.963 19.403 27.216 0.529 0.723 4.618 8.963 19.403 27216
TMP 0.265 0.502 2.623 4.978 11.852 16.511 0.520 0.697 2.623 4.978 11.852 16.511
nC, 2354 5.115 3.478 7.557 18.844  26.680 1.633 2207 3.478 7.557 18.844  26.680
MCH 2.820 5.618 4.031 8.030 19.602  26.999 1.487 1.960 4.031 8.030 19.602  26.999
TOL 0.716 1.902 1.679 4.460 13.373 17.868 0.958 1.278 1.679 4.460 13.373 17.868
nCs 4.355 10.290 4.668 11.028 30.915 40.789 1.842 2.415 4.668 11.028 30.915 40.789
Aq Ag—Anm Ag—An
40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C 40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C 40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C
nCs 16.611 23.933 39.034  54.422 13.556 22768 42271 57.632 16.014  23.073 37.631 52.467
nCs 6.304 11.391 22.252 31.440 5.290 10.091 21714  30.585 5.921 10.700  20.901 29.532
Benz 9569  29.081 47.416 59.780 5.182 10.021 23.127  32.383 5.196 15.791 25.746 32.460
CH 4.626 8.779 17.568  23.997 2.935 5.697 12.333 17.299 4.487 8.515 17.039  23.275
TMP 2.632 5.448 11.507 15.423 2.358 4.476 10.655 14.844 2513 5.202 10.986 14.726
nC; 2.065 5.033 11.273 15.236 1.124 2.441 6.088 8.619 1.765 4.304 9.640 13.029
MCH 2.368 5.034 10.640 14.018 1.211 2.412 5.887 8.109 2.037 4.330 9.153 12.058
TOL 0.911 3.130 7.707 10.284 0.963 2.558 7.669 10.248 0.798 2.741 6.750 9.007
nCg 0.631 1.942 5.025 6.586 0.312 0.738 2.069 2.729 0.400 1.230 3.183 4.172
Fz 6 SHEREEPERBHITESER
40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C 40 C 60 C 80 C 90 C
nCs 60.025 35.968 18.475 13.430 50.652 35.318 20.930 15.166
nCs 167.054 88.642 39.766 28.248 149.130 83.171 41.447 29.885
Benz 390.397 204.983 86.363 62.064 389.344 129.131 77.645 63.142
CH 431.362 225.703 101.512 72.873 281.817 150.002 73.351 54.967
TMP 498.966 267.117 109.245 78.990 468.200 228.687 106.159 81.209
nC; 1033.444 483.558 189.219 134.812 657.303 272.623 119.378 90.584
MCH 1198.617 611.899 244.793 179.393 711.883 338.831 157.433 122.663
TOL 2633.512 1.008.526 328.624 248.386 3179.988 936.942 374.368 288.285

nCg 4 738.876 2 040.979 712.151 545.420 3 702.688 1218.460 463.519 363.474
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0.25%~10.0% [33]
4
1 Kolb  Ettre!”
- /
3
20 C 50%
[26] / -
10° [y =236 4e00 |*nC; *nC, *Benz +CH +TMP 10° 5= 1 934 400 nC; *nC, *Benz +*CH +TMP
R2=0993 y=>55682¢e 00 2 —
e | R2=0998 | *MCH <TOL +nC; °nC, R =0.999 6 =2 934, 9-0035s *MCH <TOL +nC; °nC,
e =15 898.6e003 “Rz =0.999 2 =3 167 2600
. .-Rz =0.995 4y =18 3560049« R2=0.9982
. e I R2=0.999 3 y =19 938004
®10° [ v e . _ o ous P2 —
s 1071 =28 5610045 R =0.9913
s T e R2=09984 & =22 84100
% i <\ R :\0.995 4
10 B LY ’ [~ .
»=208.05¢0% ° . y :{ 39 pe-o0s/ ¢
R*=09951 R2=0.9857 .
10' =727 .99¢0-036x 10! = 9 a-0.032x
y y=>557.82¢ _ 003
R =09968 y=18164e008 y=1 872 5600 R =0998 y=1069.6e0 ,}’2;:104(9)461523 0.036
R*=0.9954 R2=0997 7 (a) R*=0.9993 ’ (b)
100 . . . . . . . 100 . . . . . . .
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140
Wz C g/ C
3 AEBRETEBEHGHBE-ZSHR () MESHEESHMEHHR-ZS5HR (b) TERRENPRARSIEREEDN
XK HmhZk
9
7
- nCs 30%
R? 0.993~0.998 10% nCs
- 0.952~0.999
ESTDI1 nCs
IlC5
8 80 C 9 nCs
o3 — ::IEI].:IEIJ.X § i_h M ,\” )\5 F E
#z7 S5EBEEMHEFRLEEXNOERBTNSIE nCs
- - IlC5
LS L 60 C 80 'C  C—C
nCs  K=208.05¢ %7 09963  K=139.20 ¢ 037 0.987 2 7 8
nCs  K=727.99 %7 09975  K=557.82 %37 0.998 5 200%~300% 80 C
Benz K=1816.4¢"% 09961  K=1404.2 ¢ 07 0.952 4 .
CH K=1872.5¢°97 09980  K=1069.6 %7  0.999 0 90 C 30%~40%
TMP  K=2364.0 %7 09943  K=1934.4 ¢ 07 0.997 8 80 C
nC;  K=5568.2¢"%T 09974  K=3167.2¢ 07 0.9955
MCH K=5898.6¢""T 09952  K=2934.9 ¢ 03T 0.996 7 80 °C _
TOL K=18356¢"%7T 09935  K=19938 ¢ %7 0.983 5
nCy  K=28561e"%" 09935  K=22841¢ """ 0.9880 - nCs—
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#z8 (EREE S0 CTMTRMERKELSEEEEENHEABITELE R
Cof Col
(mg .EL—I) mg/ug mo/ug Ko Kypc % (mg -51_’1) my/ug mo/pug Kq Kypc %
nCs 3.95 190.17  2061.99 10.24 18.48 31.52 487 231.09 202859 8.10 20.93 4336
nCs 0.93 4457  1602.05 36.36 39.77 6.06 0.90 4253 1576.10  37.53 41.45 6.69
Benz 0.06 2.70 239.76 91.21 86.36 3.97 0.07 3.51 235.88  68.89 77.64 7.97
CH 0.17 8.28 870.90  108.32 101.51 4.74 0.23 10.98 856.79  80.20 73.35 6.60
nC, 0.23 1092 2199.69  208.52 189.22 7.21 0.35 16.71 2164.06  133.78 119.38 8.53
MCH 0.24 1149 299757 27045 24479 7.41 0.37 17.41 2949.01 17528 157.43 8.02
TOL 0.06 2.97 858.07  299.38 328.62 6.29 0.05 2.55 844.17  343.26 374.37 5.88
nCs 0.06 293  1786.51  633.14 712.15 7.84 0.08 3.87 175757 47177 463.52 1.26
nCy 38 1
;
- COL1 nCs—
9
nC 4 >
' o W 16 18 2021
o 12 19
COLI  nCs—nCs . 4| R
Co, 9 . -
COL1 455 uL 3 47
; 21 3 13
mo,; 80 C 20 26 27 3373537040 43 4546
c i 24 957 o8 2,\930A 32 B3t 4l )
g/ 1— 2—2 2- 3— 4—2 3- 5—
2 2- 6—3- 7— 8—2 2- 9—
9 10—2 4- 1m—2 2 3- 12—
13—3 3- 14— 15—2- 16—2 3-
17—1 1- 18—3- 19— -1 3-
20— -1 3- 20— -1 2-
22— 23— 24—2 2- 25—
26—2 5- 42 2 3- 27— -1
2 -4- 28—3 3- 29— -1
2 -3- 30—2 3 4- 31— 32—1
1 2- 33—2 3- - 2 3- 34—
9 2- 35—4- 43 3- +3 4
36— -1 2 -4- 37— -1 3-
38— -1 2 -3- +3- 39—
3- 40— -1 4 41—1  1-
e L . 2 2 5 43— -1
C, Thompson[z] 3- - 4— -1 2- - 45—1 1- -
.. 2 2 4- 46— -1 2-
Cafiipa-Morales % 47
4 COLI JEim# SR nCs—nCy A S B AT
- 9
22 134 3- 18 - -
115 2 2- 8 nCs—nCy
110 2 2 3- 11
54 9 Caiiipa-Morales Y ¢,

47 nC5—an
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®9 RABEEEEXFIMN S0 CTRMBEMAR

K& nCs—nCy A HERH

/ Co/ LC
c  (mgL™
1 P5 36.07 4453.55 10.24 8.10
2 16 49.73 26.74 32.65 29.88
3 N5 49.26 502.07 38.87 31.79
4 16 57.98 173.19 32.83 28.33
5 16 60.26 2001.47 35.13 27.86
6 16 63.27 1211.54 50.06 37.28
7 P6 68.73 3460.15 36.36 37.53
8 17 79.19 43.47 128.29 109.91
9 N6 71.81 2 724.69 65.59 49.82
10 17 80.49 154.74 128.18 108.41
11 30.88 3.11 61.97 53.76
12 A6 80.09 517.84 91.21 68.89
13 17 86.06 25.91 126.16 72.52
14 N6 80.72 1880.99 108.32 80.20
15 17 90.05 1099.60 129.53 106.90
16 17 91.31 412.38 162.48 103.27
17 N7 87.84 432.87 142.16 116.71
18 17 91.84 1261.37 128.08 115.40
19 N7 90.77 758.35 140.89 116.31
20 N7 91.72 822.61 146.93 120.55
21 N7 91.87 1119.32 153.70 126.29
22 P7 98.43 475095 208.52 133.78
23 N7 96.01 6474.23 270.45 175.28
24 18 106.84 482.07 380.61 307.50
25 N7 103.47 292.60 365.89 278.91
26 18 109.11 196.25 376.56 295.40
27 N8  109.11 445.15 490.00 388.30
28 I8  112.70 33.01 128.51 334.77
29 N8  116.85 423.96 528.41 409.68
30 I8 113.50 50.27 413.15 349.32
31 A7 110.62 1853.27 299.38 343.26
32 N8 113.75 149.67 518.56 388.66
33 I8 115.61 177.50 515.66 387.09
34 18 116.80 1482.88 382.48 279.12
35 18 116.80 344.66 604.96 450.46
36 N8 116.85 86.70 534.88 389.64
37 N8 120.00 930.53 699.94 467.72
38 N8 118 120 85.96 539.85 389.27
39 N8 11941 1708.94 503.93 345.03
40 N8 12152 717.46 783.81 603.82
41 N§ 12342 178.63 647.09 490.48
42 N§  123.00 72.19 494.67 439.17
43 N8 12145 65.40 501.88 420.66
44 N8 12347 145.48 678.11 442.70
45 N8 123.47 44 .44 538.45 551.79
46 N8  122.45 879.05 765.32 718.33
47 P8 12567 385855 633.14 471.77
P5S P6 P7 P8— 56 7 8 16 17
6 7 8 N5 N6 N7 N8§— 5 6 7 8
A6 AT— 6 7
[17-21]
Rohrschneider®? Kolb Ettre!?®!
2
5
nCs—nCyg
m.. = (Kj +'B) ng
0 — ﬂ
2.2 $5FF TR HEIR T AR 46 S SR B0 B

10 000 r/min

10 min
5a 5c
Co
nC,—nCy;
nC;;—nCy,
Cs—Cy Cii—Cy
C11+
Cii—Cxy;
Cii—Cy;
Cs—Cy
80 C
5b 5d
nC5—nC13 nC9 nC10
nCs.
nCis;
6 80 T 1%
CS_C8 6a 1’1C9
6b 6 10
1%
nCS_nC6
1% Ce—C,
2%~10% nCgs 32%
IIC10 87%
0.1% Cy
Cg 10%
80 C
1%
Cs—C;q 1% nCy
20% nC 63%
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(a) SRR PRI AT A AN (33
(b) SEMFERE IR T2 B - e i nCuo

MCH
Benz
nC; nC; | CH nC, ’ TOL nCy n.(:g

(o) RTEAE A IR BRI PRI AR A AR (33

Benz (d) ARTEEA BN B TR A TOUa B TR S0Pl
nCy,
MCH
nC C, nC,
ILLHCLSJL.HCS \_CH nC7\ ToL lnCE .nml.l.m nl it Ll nCy nC,,
nCy,
nC, [nCy

Ci

MCH ntn nC
Benz 0C nC scn * l \nélzz Gy nCy
nC, nC, | cH ncﬂ\ TOL  nC, nC, L 1 L] | nCy nCy | nCy,

B 5 MimESHRENRED TR

(a) Ce—Cs
nC,
— IR SR R
nt MCH el A O 1% 0B e R
Benz
nCq
CH TOL
A K }\/\/\ A /\/\A A A A A ]\ AI\ JUIN A L
(b) Cs—Cyo
nCs "‘C*? nC,,

| ! — IR SR b
— IR AT BN | YRR IR TR

aa Q

6 IERIRE 80 CTEMEFRSEA 1%HRBAELHRARERERBEEHRERFRIOFSN=HEIILE
F10 Eo FERASHNEED G

1%
nCs 25 875.4 0.29 nCs—nCy
nCs 3.4 373.4 0.91
Benz 2.5 114.3 2.19
CH 2.1 455 4.62
nC, 77 151.1 5.10

MCH 8.7 164.0 530
TOL 47 50.5 9.31
nCs 21.0 64.7 32.46
nCo 484 63.0 76.83
nCro 57.4 65.7 87.37

23 SERENA

Cs—Cs
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0.802
NA10 0.835
NS20 COL1
80 C
5
5 NA10  NS20
91.35% 88.76%
7
1’1C7—1’1Cg
20 -
() NATOJ5EI 52 WPIR KA L 4y
15 = TG A R
= SIS AR AL 5

50 %
3

O 3 5 6 7 8 90 1011 121314151617 181920 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 2930 31 3235 34 35 36 37 38 30 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47
MorIvs
20
(b) NS20J5¢31l

15 Tiis A L oy
= w TR BEINRE SR ] 4
= = JCSCJROINRE AL R ALY
R
i)
i

234567 8 910111213141516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47
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