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Transnational elite immigrants in Guangzhou: Mobility, daily life
and cosmopolitan home
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Abstract: This paper explores the process and daily negotiation strategies of cosmopolitan
home-making among transnational elite migrants from the global north to the global south in
Guangzhou, China. It mainly focuses on cosmopolitan individuals in Guangzhou as they
navigate shifts in material and discursive aspects of home- making and daily negotiation
strategies resulting from their mobility experience. The study was informed by 36 months of
tracking and a series of semi-structured in-deep interviews and observations conducted with 40
elite immigrants between 2017 and 2023. Using the home-embodied daily micro-perspectives,
it suggested the three dimensions of spaces, daily life and emotion, which are influencing the
construction process of the home- making construction process. The findings are as follows:
Firstly, the cosmopolitans’ homes were challenging the rootedness and stability of the home
identity. This showed how cosmopolitans were heterogeneity as the basis for home space
selection, and pursued heterogeneous spaces in their mobility. The elite immigrants were drawn
to the local hyper-diversity community due to its distinctiveness compared to their place of
origin. Secondly, cosmopolitans were actively changing their daily practices with increased
mobility, transcending and coordinating the differences between space and culture. They
presented mixed, active, and fluid characteristics through daily life practices, including
housing, eating, socializing, and leisure activities, even though their daily life practice may not
completely align with the local region. Thirdly, the conventional notion of home as the
cosmopolitan experience challenged a place, a sense of belonging, or a dwelling. Thus, a sense
of belonging, or a dwelling was challenged by the cosmopolitan experience. This paper
explored how cosmopolitans emphasized the concept of home as a physical embodiment,
miniaturized home into bodily space, and integrated the experience of fluidity into the subject's
being, and extended it toward the pursuit of a future home. It suggested that analyzing
cosmopolitans' homes from a micro- perspective can reveal various types and variations of
homes. The contexts of mobility that cosmopolitans experience can influence both their
theoretical understanding and practical experiences of multiple homes. Attention to daily life
thus deepened the understanding of the complexities and contradictions involved in
geographical research on the home. In turn, it also can provide valuable policy insights for
transnational elite migration.

Keywords: daily life; cosmopolitanism; home; mobility; transnational migration



