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Fig.1 The development of Yiwu Tea Competition Festival from the perspective of scale transformation
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Table 1 Villages in the tea competition festival in 2019
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Development and Evolution of Yiwu Tea Competition
the Perspective of Scale Transformation

Tang Xuegiong', Xu Haimiao', Yin Duo’

(1. School of Geography and Ecotourism, Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224, Yunnan, China; 2. School of
Geography and Remote Sensing, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Taking Yiwu Tea Competition festival as a research case, with the guidance of scaling theory, this
article deeply analyzes the development process of Yiwu Tea Competition Festival and illustrates different ac-
tions and practices of multiple social subjects that promote its development and evolution through participatory
observation and semi-structured interview method. The results show that: 1) There are two ways of scaling in
the evolution of Yiwu Tea Competition Festival: One is to meet the market segmentation of Pu’er tea by using
scaling-down, the other is to meet the local development needs by using scaling-up. 2) The scaling of the Yiwu
Tea Competition Festival is driven by the promotion of the government, the support of tea enterprises, the co-
operation of tea farmers and the pursuit of tea customers. 3) In the process of promoting the scaling of Yiwu
Tea Competition Festival, the actions of multiple subjects met the interest demands of their respective groups,
and the local government realized the local development relying on the tea economy. This article makes an in-
depth analysis of Chinese tea culture from the perspective of 'festival and special events', and provides theoret-

ical basis and case reference for tea villages to achieve development through local festival activities.

Key words: festival and special events; scale transformation; Yiwu Tea Competition festival; cultural politics;

Pu’er tea
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