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The Origin of the Lele Cart’s Name
Li Bing '™, Saijirah’

(1. Department of History of Science, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. Institute for the History of Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot 010022, China)

Abstract: Lele Cart, a traditional vehicle in the minority areas of northern China, once played an important
role in the nomadic lifestyle of herdsmen; it has now become a symbol of ethnic culture. However, why it is called
“Lele” is misunderstood and widely spread. Based on field investigations and literature, this article verifies the
origin of its name “Lele”. It is believed that the Cart received this name because of the sound "Le Le" produced by
the friction of wheels and axle when driving. In the central and eastern parts of Inner Mongolia and the western
part of Heilongjiang where Han and Mongolian live together, people call it Lele in Chinese. #1#)%=(Lele Cart) is
also written as ¥ #%7=(Luoluo Cart). %' %'%-(Luoluo Cart). % %=(Lulu Cart) , etc. in Chinese literature. These
are four different written forms for Lele Cart in spoken language, with consistency in connotation. ##4=(Luoluo
Cart) had been seen in the literature in the late Qing Dynasty. ##/%=(Lele Cart) was only widely used in the

middle and late Republic of China, eliminating the other three writing forms.
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