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Fig.l Profilc of salin¢ deposits of pliocene cpoch in Western Qaidam Basin
A. Ulexite in Youquanzi, B. Lazurite in Dafeng Mountain,

C. Bloedite and mirabilite in Youdunzi
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Fig.3 Profile of saline deposits of Late—Pleistocene—Holocene Epoch in Qinghai—Xizang Plateau
1. Halite, 2. Potash salt, 3. Mirabilite, 4. Epsomite, 5. Borate, 6. Carbonate, 7. Gypsum
8. Graval, 9. Sand and silty, 10. Clay and mud, 11. Hard crust, 12. "C age-value (B.P.),
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SALINE DEPOSITS AND MINERALS OF SALT LAKES
IN QINGHAI-XIZANG PLATEAU

Yang Shaoxiu
(Qinghai Institute of Salt Lakes Academia Sinica Xining 810008 )

Abstract |

Salinc deposits in Pliocene distribute in the Western Qaidam Basin, the Kunlun Mountains " and the |

Northern Tanggola Range, but those in Late Pleistocenc—Holocene Epoch widely distribute in Northern

Xizang and thc Qaidam Basin. Salt lake deposits are charactcized by interbeded evaporite and clastic sedi- |

ments with lacustrine facies deposits under inland, dry / wet alternating climate and unstable shallow water

circumstances.

62 salinc minerals have been discovered as of now. There exist sqyeral scparation stages. The beginning

agce of the self—scparation: stage of salt lakes of Latc—Pleistocene—Holocenc Epoch in the Qinghai—Xizang

Plateau arc 24000 a B.P.and 9000 a B.P. respectively according to '*C dating. Potash salt and borate have two

typical mincral asscmblages respectively. Abundance of mineral resources of salt lake is onc of the material

bases for the development of this district.

Key words: saline deposits, saline minerals, Qinghai—Xizang Platcau



