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Fig. 1 Structural types and characteristics of intangible

cultural heritage in China
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Fig.2 Provincial distribution of intangible culture heritage in China
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Fig.3 The number of intangible culture heritage in Chinese provinces
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Fig. 4 Kernel density of the intangible culture heritage in China.
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Geographical Distribution and Affecting Factors of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage in China

CHENG Qian, LING Su-pei

(College of Tourism & City Management, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310008,China)

Abstract: Intangible cultural heritage is defined as a spectral cultural heritage that has important historical and
art values. Research on the geographical distribution and affecting factors of the intangible cultural heritage in
China is important for the improvement of heritage protection and management. Data from 2 376 items con-
cerning intangible cultural heritage in China are collected on a national level and analyzed based on the Geo-
graphic Information System. Research shows that the structural types of intangible cultural heritage in China
can be divided into three classes. The first class includes traditional craft and traditional opera. This class is
considered the most predominant class among the intangible cultural heritage classes in China. The second
class, which is less predominant, includes traditional music, customs, dancing, art, and literature. The third
class, which is the least predominant among the classes, includes traditional physical education, medicine, and
drama. Numerous types of intangible cultural heritage exist in China that were influenced by the nationality
and rationality of the population. Most of these types of heritage can be found in the rich history, popular cul-
ture, and minority regions of China. The structural level of the heritage is unbalanced and exhibits zone and
block shapes. The intangible cultural heritage in China is mainly distributed in the Eastern and Middle regions,
whereas only a few are distributed in the Western region. The number and density of intangible cultural heri-
tage in Southern China are bigger than that in Northern China. Intangible cultural heritage in China is also pre-
served by communities along the Changjiang River. Heritage distribution has a certain correlation with big riv-
er systems. The number and density of intangible cultural heritage is greatly unbalanced in the Eastern, Mid-
dle, and Western regions of China. Eastern China has the highest density of intangible cultural heritage fol-
lowed by Middle China and Western China. Intangible cultural heritage is highly dense in Eastern China and
sparse in Western China. The factors that affect the distribution of intangible cultural heritage are as follows.
First is the geographic environment. More intangible cultural heritage can be found in areas rich in products
and human activities. Second, the distribution of intangible cultural heritage has certain correlations with liv-
able environmental conditions and minority regions because these areas are characterized by long histories and
rich cultures. Third, minority regions along border areas are subjected to less cultural invasion. Although intan-
gible cultural heritage items are divided in this paper to assess their precise spatial distributions, distinguishing
these items is difficult because of carrier movement. The evaluation of intangible cultural heritage by the Na-
tional Cultural Relics Administration is also limited. Thus, research on evaluation of intangible cultural heri-

tage should be reinforced in the future.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; spatial analysis; geographical distribution; affecting factor



