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Abstract: Before the concept of “field trip” was formally proposed, similar concepts such as study tours
and study travels have appeared in China. However, regarding the clear definition of the term, the academic
circles in China have always been inconsistent with each other. It is mainly divided into narrow and broad
definitions. Until 2014, with the official definition of “field trip” defined, the basic connotation of the term
was finally clarified. The most authoritative definition currently comes from the Opinions of 11 Departments
including the Ministry of Education on Promoting the Field Trips to Primary and Secondary Schools in 2016.
By clarifying the evolution of the definition of “field trip”, the definition is summed up into five elements.
“Museum field trip”, mainly includes two major systems: one is the old system from the museum. Another
is a brand new system from the education sector and the tourism sector (mainly from the education sector).
To solve the unrealistic phenomenon of “travel without learning”, the concept and connotation of museum
field trip should be defined clearly, to make a distinguish between the old system and the new one, moreover,
to explore how to make use of the experience advantages of the old system so as to promote the benign

symbiosis of the two systems.
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