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Fig.1 Logical relationship and characteristics between agricultural and rural modernization and

spatial reconstruction of rural settlements in China
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Fig.2 Principal tasks on spatial reconstruction of rural settlements oriented towards agricultural

and rural modernization in China
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Fig.3 Key contents on spatial reconstruction of rural settlements oriented towards

agricultural and rural modernization in China
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Abstract: Agricultural and rural modernization constitutes a crucial part of Chinese moderniz-
ation and represents the envisioned goal for the future rural development. It is a transformative
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process wherein productive elements such as urban science and technology, along with social
concepts and governance methods, are transferred to rural regions, facilitating a comprehensive
upgrade of rural areas from traditional to modern society. Additionally, the spatial reconstruc-
tion of rural settlements is a significant aspect of rural reconstruction. It is a superimposed pro-
cess that combines the adaptive adjustments of rural settlements in response to alterations in
rural development factors and the structural reconstructions for specific developmental object-
ives. There is a close relationship between agricultural and rural modernization and the spatial
reconstruction of rural settlements, as the former offers the impetus and target framework for
the latter. The spatial reconstruction of rural settlements can be achieved through adaptive re-
modeling to synchronize with the progression of rural modernization and via in-depth restruc-
turing to expedite the attainment of rural modernization goals. Presently, Chinese rural settle-
ments exhibit prominent characteristics of spatial restructuring. For instance, first, there is a
multiplicity in goal orientations, encompassing food security, augmentation of farmers’ income,
sustainable agricultural development, and high-quality rural development. Second, due to vari-
ances in rural regional patterns, resource environments, and development determinants, there is
complexity in functional types and spatial organization. Third, different rural settlement levels
have disparities in the key aspects they emphasize regarding policy formulation, spatial organiz-
ation, and facility allocation during spatial reconstruction. The paper further elaborates that the
spatial reconstruction of rural settlements in China confronts the following tasks: 1) relying on
agricultural development models like large-scale agriculture, urban agriculture, and leisure agri-
culture, to accelerate the appropriate scale operation of agriculture and drive the modernization
of rural industries; 2) considering the current situation of rural contraction and the future struc-
tural traits of rural settlements, to reconstruct the rural settlement pattern that aligns with the co-
ordinated development of human-land-industry and steers rural modernization; 3) with the ob-
jective of narrowing the urban-rural development gap, to construct a novel urban-rural integ-
rated development pattern, to formulate a multi-level governance model that transcends admin-
istrative boundaries, and to realize the modernization of rural governance; 4) leveraging the ad-
vantages of rural resources, industrial characteristics, and the trend of functional differentiation,
to reshape novel rural functions and propel rural transformation. Finally, this paper proposes
that the spatial reconstruction of rural settlements should focus on the following aspects: 1) the-
oretical framework of spatial reconstruction of rural settlements under the concept of urban-rur-
al parity; 2) mechanism of spatial reconstruction of rural settlements under the influence of new
quality productive forces; 3) types of settlement development and regional spatial organization
guided by diversified and characteristic rural functions; 4) research methodologies of spatial re-
construction of rural settlements supported by disciplinary integration and technological conver-
gence; 5) scale and spatial organization of settlement reconstruction within the target scenario
of rural modernization. In doing so, it endeavors to attain the objective of bolstering a powerful
agricultural nation and realizing Chinese modernization.

Key words: agricultural and rural modernization; rural settlements; spatial reconstruction; rur-
al governance
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