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A dataset of the east-central section of the Silk Road in Tang
dynasty (618 - 907 A.D.)

Xu Xueqiang!, Zhang Ping?”
1. Department of History, Xidian University, Xi’an 710100, P. R. China;
2. School of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, P. R. China

*Email: zhangping029@126.com
Abstract: Traffic route of the Silk Road is an important foundation for studies of the Silk Road. Historically,
the Silk Road in the Tang dynasty laid the basic framework for the traffic routes of the Silk Road. Taking the
east-central section of the Silk Road in the Tang dynasty (618 - 907 A.D.) as research object, this study builds
a dataset of the particular traffic route based on historical documents and archaeological achievements, by
using historical geography and geographic information system methods, in order to restore the appearance of
the east-central section as truly as possible. This dataset can be used directly not only in overall
characterization of the east-central section of the Silk Road in the Tang dynasty, but also in retrieval of annual
traffic situation during these periods. It provides important basic data for scientific research of the Silk Road
in the Tang dynasty.
Keywords: Silk Road; traffic route; Tang dynasty
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Dataset Profile

Title

A dataset of the east-central section of the Silk Road in Tang dynasty (618 — 907 A.D.)

Data corresponding author

Zhangping (Zhangping029@126.com)

Data authors

Xu Xueqgiang, Zhangping

Time range

618 - 907 A.D.

Geographical scope

Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Ningxia, Xinjiang in China, Mongolia, and the Republic of

Kazakhstan

Data volume

7.45 MB

Data format

*.shp, *.dbf, *.prj, *.sbn, *.shx, *.xml, *.shx

Data service system

<http://www.sciencedb.cn/dataSet/handle/587>

Sources of funding

Major projects of the National Social Science Fund (14ZDB031)

Dataset composition

This dataset is composed of two shapefiles. One stores the point data of the Silk Road
and the other stores the line data of the Silk Road. Among the files, *.shp file is used to
store the geometry of geographic features; *.shx file is used to store the index of graphic
features and attribute information; *.dbf file is used to store the dBase table of attribute
information attributes; *.prj file is used to store spatial reference information; *.sbn and

* sbx are spatial index files of geometry; *.xml file contains metadata in XML format.
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