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NOTES ON THE TYPES OF THE REPRODUCTIVE CASTES OF
SUBTERRANEAN TERMITES, COPTOTERMES FORMOSANUS
SHIRAKI AND RETICULITERMES FLAVICEPS OSHIMA
(ISOPTERA, RHINOTERMITIDAE)

Tanc CHiue anp L1 Suen

(Chekiang Agriculiural University)

With the subterranean termites, thére are three types of reproductive castes, namely, macrop-
terous or winged forms, ‘brachypterous> or short-winged forms and apterous or wingless forms.
At all times, there is present in any normal colony at leasy one pair of breeding adult reproduc-
tives, known as the macropterous king and queen. In the colony of Coprotermes formosanus
Shiraki, three brachypterous queens and one brachypterous king were discovered in a royal cell
at Hangchow. In the colony of Reficulitermes flaviceps Oshima, besides the original or primary
pair, we found more than fifty brachypterous queens and few apterous queens in the vicinity of
Hangchow.

All these types of reproducnve castes of the two species mentioned above are fully described
and illustrated.





