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Fig.1 Microblade technology sites found on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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Fig.2 Microblade cores and potteries discovered on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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The microblade technology on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau from the
perspective of geographical regionalization

Jin Yingshuai'?, Zhang Xiaoling', He Wei’, Yang Ziyi'”, Tan Yunyao’, Wang Shejiang', Gao Xing'*

(1. Key Laboratory of Vertebrate Evolution and Human Origins, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044, China; 2. University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing
100049, China; 3. Tibetan Cultural Relics Conservation Institute, Lhasa 850000, Tibet, China)

Abstract: The alpine hypoxia on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau has brought enormous challenges to human surviv-
al. The history of the settlement and spread of ancient humans on the plateau has always attracted the attention
of the academic community. The microblade technology is a complex stone tool technology that appeared in
the Upper Paleolithic period, which is highly recognizable and representative. At present, the relics of this tech-
nique are all over the whole plateau, which provides important materials for exploring the migration and diffu-
sion process of ancient people in this area. The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau covers a vast area, including multiple
geographic regions, with huge differences in climate and geomorphological environment, which have different
impacts on human survival. This paper draws on the research results of the geographical regionalization of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, observes the distribution of different microblade technology relics on the plateau from
the perspective of natural divisions. In the geographical regionalization of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the re-
mains of microblade technology have been found in seven regions. Each region has relatively clear boundaries.
We discuss the distribution characteristics of microblade technology on the plateau by combining the natural
characteristics of the natural geographic divisions and the characteristics of microblade technology, and then
analyzes the adaptation process of the microblade technology population on the plateau. It lays the foundation
for discussing the spread of microblade technology on the plateau.

Key words: geographical regionalization; the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau; microblade technology; high altitude re-

gion; human migration
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