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Information and Informatization Based on Meaning

Wang Peiqiong
(University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: From the view of hermeneutics, the function of information is to promote personal communica-
tion and keep society stable. Meaning is the content of communication. This article defines information as summa-
tion of signal and meaning. Such information has following qualities: meaning is made by explanation; meaning
explanation depends on context; meaning of signal is pluralistic. The qualities of information deny objective true
information and depend on specific historic and social environment. Informatization means high speed and simpli-
fication of information making, transmitting, and accepting based on modern computer and network. The charac-
teristics of informatization are the plurality of information source and weakening of authorizing meaning explana-
tion. This could cause difficulties in creating and maintaining the essential information in the society. The objec-
tive true information does not exist and the “distortion of information” is reasonable.

Key words: informationization; essential information; distortion; context; meaning; interpretation
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