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Fig.1 Location of the Yangmei Village in Guangdong Province
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Fig.2 Structure of research: placeness reconstruction under the

influence of local industry
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Table 1 Statistical information of the interviewees
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Fig.3 The interaction among place, action and structure during local

industry development
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Placeness Reconstruction Under the Influence of Local Industry: A Cultural
Economic Geographical Study of the Jadeware Industry in Yangmei Village
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Abstract: From the perspective of cultural economic geography, industry development and the transformation
of place are interacted. As for local industry, its development is rooted in local social and cultural system.
Meanwhile, it is connected to regional or global production networks. The interaction between place and struc-
ture plays a key role in local industry development, and it provides a proper approach to discuss the transforma-
tion of place from the perspective of cultural economic geography. Taking a village specialized in jadeware pro-
cessing and trade, the Yangmei Village in Jieyang, Guangdong as an example, using the qualitative research
methods such as non-participating observation and in-depth interviews, this article analyzes the interaction be-
tween the development of local industry and the reconstruction of place, especially how place is embedded in
and reconstructed by the development of local industry. Based on a research framework which focuses on the
interaction among place, local actions and structure, the study finds that, local jadeware production has generat-
ed with the drive and help of different dimensions of local characteristics such as location and historic culture
and grown with the changes of multi-scale political and economic patterns and the response of the local actors.
In this process, placeness is the initial condition for local industry to come into being and establish external
functional contact, and it is also the basis for the strategic choice and local marketing made by local subjects.
But meanwhile, local practices such as production behavior of villagers, local social interaction and religious
activities have been given the function and significance related to jadeware production. Changes in local activi-
ty have been reflected in the reconstruction of rural landscape such as the shape and structure of living space
and traditional public space. This has also put impacts on the perception and identity of local villagers. The de-
velopment of jadeware industry has provided local inhabitants with far more and better employment opportuni-
ties than ever before. Local villagers are satisfied with and proud of being in this place, which promotes their

place dependence and attachment.

Key words: placeness; local industry; structure; actions; the Yangmei Village in Jieyang of Guangdong



