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Abstract: By the end of November 2011, after traveling 6 811 km through the Central Asia - China Pipeline and the West-East pipe-
line [l , the Turkmen gas arrived in Guangzhou's sub-transmission stations and started officially to supply gas to this city. However,
because gas prices in China are not on the track of global market mechanism, natural gas import business is now in the dilemma that
the more the imported gas, the greater loss will be. To enhance the gas prices after the entry will alleviate to some degree the impor-
ted gas price inversion in the long run. In this case study. we first estimated the Central Asian break-even gas prices for different us-
ers in Guangzhou, which were then compared with the current prices of the other alternative energy sources via calorific value con-
version. On this basis, the corresponding break-even price affordability of different users in this city was discussed. Basically. the in-
habitant users and public welfare users can afford the Central Asian break-even gas prices, so do some industrial or commercial us-
ers, but that will be a burden for those industrial users who spend most of their total cost on the fuel consumption. Especially for
those users associated with natural gas-fueled power generation, the Central Asian gas can only work in peak-shaving days. In the
end, we suggested that the weighted average of the domestic gas price and the imported gas price be used as the factory price of
West-to-East gas.
Keywords: Central Asian gas; Natural gas prices; Price inversion; Breakeven price; Calorific value equivalence principle; Direct costs

calorific value comparison method; Hot withstand price
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