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Tabl 1 Econan ic mpacts ofHouson A aport Systan ( 2003)
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Table 2 Ten most mportant factors n selecting

locations or canpany facilities
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Table3 Top ten industrial activities in Shuny iD strict of Beijing (2004)
(1ot ) (%) (10t (%) (% )
6126971 0 610 1018 377. 7 24 5 100
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The Im pacts of A ir Transportation and A irport on
R egional E conan ic D evelopm ent

SONG W ej YANG K a

(1 Dgarinent of Geagraphy & G eosciences, Unwersity of Louisville Louisville KY 40292
2 School of Geography Science N anjing N omal University, N anjing, Jiangsu 210097)

Abstract A ir transportaton is one of the world” s most mportant ndustries Iis development and its techn cal
and service achievementsmake it one of the greatest con tributors to the advancement of modem society It plays
an ncreasingly vital role in facilitating econan ic growth partiularly n developing countries and regbns Better
understand ng the nature of air transportatbn system and the role that air transport and aiports play n an urban
agglbmeratbn is critical because the © accessbility though airports’ issue has assumed an elevatng wle n an-
sverng the “ how’ and ‘ where’ of he geography of econan ic activity n themodem econany This paper focu-
ses on the econam ics of airports It exan nes advantages en joyed by passengers having access to am ajor airport
aswell as the econan ic benefits that accue to a city or geographical region that is host to amapr aiporf espe-
cially a hub airport Inpartculay it boks nto the lnkages between airportrelated activities and local econam ic
devebpment By facilitating the fbw of people and canmerce air transports and airports play a p votal role in
the industrial expansbn and econam © grow th both through their own activities and as an enab ler of o ther indus
tries A irports essen tially have four potential types of mpact on the regional econany. The prinary and seconda-
1y effects of airports are fu lfilled through 1) employment and incom e generated by aiports and supporting activr
ties 2) employment and ncane generated by air passengers whomake expend itures on trave Frelated services in
local areas and 3) nduced econan ic actwities as a consequence of the successe rounds of spendingm ade by
the recpents of the first wo types of activities These benefits can be extren ely mportant to a local econamy in
tems of enploymen} household ncane and br local govemmeny taxation revenue The tertiary effects of air
ports stemed frum the econan ic stmulus benefiting a local or regbnal econamy as fims and nd viduals particu-
larly hgh-technology canpanies are attracted to the beale due to the fact thatmajors of airport and high-quality
air transport are available H igh-technology jobs and other adm nistrative and auxiliary-related pbs have grown
considerably n the region ofmapr aiport activities By mnitially attracting key busnesses to an area in suflicient
nunbers airport development can lead to the cwssing of mportant thresholds n tems of econan ies of scalg
scope and density, through which a region can acquire a vital know ledge base to foster local development and
make the regon quasi- ndependent of others The regnal econany can feed on this to further its h gh-techno bgy
actvities and hence to accelerate its grow th ( perpetity effects).

Key words air transporf hub airport new econany adninistratve and auxiliary sector



