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Table 3  Relationship between the main category and category of coding
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The mode of cluster development of industrial parks of the Hexi Corridor
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The Mechanism on Cluster Development of the Industrial
Parks of the Hexi Corridor Based on the Grounded Theory
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Abstract: With China entering a period of new normal, the development of its economy has run into a new chal-
lenge, making industrial parks a major carrier of regional industry clusters. As regional industrial development
sped up in various industrial parks along the Hexi Corridor, industrial structure convergence, obscure industrial
advantage and many other problems have become increasingly conspicuous. Clustering is an effective way to
realize dislocation development of industrial parks, as well as adjustment and optimization of regional industri-
al structure, thus to coordinate development among different types and scales of industrial parks scientifically
to advance the adjustment of industrial structure along the Hexi Corridor, so we ought to recognize the level of
clustering in the industrial parks and investigate the development status and formation mechanism of cluster-
ing. In this study, we described the cluster development mechanism of the industrial parks along the Hexi Cor-
ridor from the perspective of enterprise embeddedness, innovation driving force, open economy formation and
industrial clustering by theoretical qualitative research through unstructured interviews. From the angle of en-
terprise geography, in accordance with the main points of organizational ecology and relational contract theory,
we put forward four propositions: first, the level of enterprise embeddedness is low in the various industrial
parks along the Hexi Corridor. It is hard for the enterprises to depend on each other based on non-trade rela-
tions since the regional “overall level” cannot provide sufficient external power for cluster growth. There is a
lack of internal demand at the enterprise level that can promote cluster growth, the local embeddedness and net-
ted clustering of enterprises are still at a low level, and there is not yet R&D, production or marketing system
in the regional and local business environment; second, the independent innovation ability of the enterprises in
the industrial parks along the Hexi Corridor has yet to be improved, so do the internal and external innovation
environments. Third, the enterprises in the industrial parks along the Hexi Corridor are expected to have good
prospects for internationalization, and inter-regional cooperation is being liberalized steadily at the present
stage. The managers of industrial parks, as well as the operators of enterprises, who have a clear understanding
of internationalization, have set a clear direction for internationalization and taken different strategies or paths
to internationalize different industries; Fourth, as an effective means of promoting regional economic develop-
ment, the cluster development of industrial parks is in line with the trend of regional industry integration along
the Hexi Corridor. Research has shown that, to achieve cluster development, the enterprises in industrial parks
need to make effective use of their explicit contracts, enforce their relational contracts, and enhance the ability
of making planning and solving problems jointly; to boost the cluster development of the industrial parks along
the Hexi Corridor, we should identify problems from a perspective of the internal and external factors in orga-
nizational ecology, so that external factors could provide a better environment for the changes of internal fac-
tors; enhance enterprise embeddedness, innovativeness and openness in accordance with the industrial cluster
development model, and strengthen the contractual relationship between industries and enterprises, to upgrade
cluster development to innovative cluster growth.

Key words: industrial park; industrial cluster; grounded theory; organizational ecology; relational contract theo-

ry



