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The Origin, Development, Dilemma and Way of Chinese Phi-
losophy of Technology: An Interview with Yuan Deyu

Yuan Deyu', Carl Mitcham?, Yin Wenjuan®, Cao Dongming”

(1, 3, 4. department of philosophy, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110619, China; 2. Department of Liberal Arts and
International Study, Colorado School of Mines, Golden 08401, USA)

Abstract: Yuan Deyu provides a general but true picture of the origin, development and possible way of
Chinese philosophy of technology based on his own engagements, which corrects some of the previous discus-
sions among scholars. The origin of Chinese philosophy of technology can be traced back to 1960s and almost all
of its subjects of matters are involved in real-world technology, which is so different from the metaphysical explo-
ration about technology in western world. It proves that there is no empirical turn in China, because it is empirical
from the very beginning. He also refuses to accept the name of “northeastern school”, due to that fact that there is
no clear and agreed paradigm. The emergence of philosophy of engineering puts threatens on the further develop-
ment of philosophy of technology. In order to find a possible way out, it has to change the subject of matter, fo-
cusing on the relationship between technology and waste production as well.

Keywords: Chinese philosophy of technology; innovative applications on reality paradigm; Technol-
ogy Form Theory; change of subject of matter
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