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Relationship Between Job-housing Spaces of Wuxi City and
Its Influencing Factors in 2000-2010

XIAO Chen'?, CHEN Wen', YUAN Feng', LI Ping-xing'

(1. Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210008, China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: As two major functional areas, job-housing spaces and the organizational patterns have great influ-
ence on urban development. At abroad, scholars mainly focus on the spatial organizational relationships be-
tween job-housing spaces, the influence of the mismatch between job-housing spaces to the traffic, the urban
employment, the development mode of urban land use, and some other spatial mismatch issues. At home,
scholars began this research from the late 1980s. Many researchers study this phenomenon from the commut-
ing angle. However, the studies put particular emphasis on theory introducing and status research. The existing
studies are incomplete and lack of characteristics and mechanism analysis. What’ s more, the research areas are
mainly concentrated in the developed first-level cities, but rarely in the other big and medium-sized cities
which are in rapid growth stage and also has the same problem. As one of the regional central cities in Changji-
ang River Delta region, Wuxi City develops very quickly in industrialization and urbanization since the reform
and opening up. Meantime, the residential and employment spaces also started restructuring. Based on the fifth
and sixth census data, this article explored the changes of job and housing spaces of Wuxi City in the past ten
years, and tried to summarize the influencing factors. The results showed that the housing space of Wuxi City
overall showed the pattern of descending distribution from the city center to the periphery, and the population
growth of developed areas of industry was especially rapid. However, the employment space showed the exten-
sion pattern along northwest-southeast. From the angle of match analysis of job-housing spaces, the whole
matching degree of job-housing spaces of Wuxi City has increased during the past ten years. The main func-
tion of old town is for living, while the main function of external zones is for employment. What” s more, the
matching degree of some districts is low. We analyzed quantitatively the influencing factors of relationship be-
tween job-housing spaces with Geographically Weighted Regression method. The results showed that develop-
ment of regional economic and improvement of transport accessibility would intensify the job-housing separa-
tion, while industrial development and layout, urban spatial expansion and improvement of urban public servic-
es, would relieve the job-housing separation. Organizational patterns of job and housing spaces should be dif-

ferent in different stages of economic and social development.

Key words: job-housing spaces; spatial matching relationship; Wuxi City



