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Abstract; Quite integrated soil environmental quality standard systems for agricultural land have been established
in countries like China, Germany, Canada, the United Kingdom, Japan, and the Netherlands. This study aims to
shed light on improving the soil risk management and control standards for agricultural land. We summarize the
soil environmental quality standards for agricultural land in these countries, and make comparisons about the meth-
ods, considered factors and implications of these standards. Based on our findings, we propose the following sug-
gestions: studies on environmental criteria for agricultural land could be conducted in China; human health risk ex-
posed to polluted agricultural land should be taken into account; the investigation and use of background value
must be strengthened; the heterogeneities of soil, crops, and region need to be considered; soil-crop site database

has to be built; and more pollutant types should be included.
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current soil environmental quality standards of ag-
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environmental quality standards systems of agricul-
tural land in several developed countries)
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( Suggestions for Chinese soil environmental quality
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