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Fig.1 The analytical framework demonstrating the process of heritagization of Genglubu
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The Heritagization of Local Relics: A Case Study of Genglubu

Wu Chenhui', Zhang Zhengsheng’

(1. School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510006, Guangdong, China; 2. School of Geography,
South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510000, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: Cultural heritage has become an essential resource or means in China's modernization projects and social
governance. Heritagization is a process in which a historical remnant is officially recognized as ‘heritage’, and protec-
ted, developed and managed. However, less attention has been paid to how the heritagization process takes placed in
local place and its mechanism. Taking Genglubu—guides written by Hainan fishermen recording navigation routes
and other information for fishing in the South China Sea—as a case, this article reveals how Genglubu transforms in-
to ‘intangible cultural heritage’ and its relationship with place, and how different groups engage and interact in the her-
itagization process. This study is conducted based on fieldwork, including in-depth interviews and participant observa-
tion in Qionghai City and Wenchang City, Hainan Province, China during 2017 and 2019. We recruited a total of 72
interviewees, including 24 fishermen and residents in Wenchang and 25 counterparts in Qionghai, two editors,
seven national or provincial level and 14 below the provincial level workers of government or public service institu-
tions (e.g. museums). Each interview lasted between 0.5-1.5 h during which interviewees were allowed to answer each
open-ended question according to their personal experience and thoughts, and bringing up new topics was encouraged.
This research employs the grounded theory approach to analyse the interview data for drawing findings. After the
transcription of the recordings, the interviews are coded by three steps: open coding, axial coding, and selective cod-
ing, to attain the results. The findings reveal that ‘others’ and Hainan fishermen interact in the heritagization of Gen-
glubu, but the effect of ‘others’ is stronger. The meanings of Genglubu which shifts from defuncted ‘secret guideline’
in the private/domestic space to ‘cultural heritage’ supporting the nation's sovereignty over the South China Sea in the
public/national space. The identity of fishermen has transformed into ‘pioneers’ or ‘guardians’ of the South China Sea.
The collection of relics and cultural activities promote ‘heritagization’ and make different groups interweave with each
other where fishermen can impact the understanding and behaviours of ‘others’ in the heritage work. Genglubu can
become tourism resource. However, it has not yet become a strong ‘selling point” to drive the tourism industry, and the
residents are in a weak position in the use of its economic capital. Heritagization helps evoke the faded memories of
Genglubu, but ‘individual” memories has been weaken and the place imagination has been restructured. Genglubu
has a stronger rooting and effect in Qionghai than in Wenchang. This paper applies the combination of ‘top-down’ and
‘bottom-up’ approach to reveal the differences and intersection of the cognitions and behaviours between the two, with
aims to provide a fresh insight for unravelling the heritagization of local relics transforming into ‘cultural heritage’, and

how complicated place elements and social relations entangle in this process.

Key words: heritage; Genglubu; the South China Sea; identity; heritage tourism; cultural memory





