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Figure 1 Location of the study area
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Table 1 Indicator system for evaluating the well-being of community

residents in agricultural heritage tourism sites
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Table 2 Basic information of the samples
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Figure 2 Results of the surveyed residents’ well-being
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Table 3 Results of the chi-square difference significance test for

different levels of participation in tourism
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Table 4 Results of the chi-square difference significance test for different levels of household annual income
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Table 5 Results of the chi-square difference significance test for different ages
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Table 6 Results of the chi-square difference significance test for different education levels
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Influence of heritage tourism on the residents’ well-being

in agricultural heritage sites:
A case study of Hani Rice Terraces of Yunnan Province

SU Mingming', WANG Menghan', YU Jingjuan?, JIN Min'
(1. School of Environment & Natural Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. Chengdu Xindu District Bureau of Natural Resources and Planning, Chengdu 610599, China)

Abstract: [Objective] Agricultural heritage systems represent the harmonious human- nature
relationship developed through long history of agricultural practices. With residents as the key
stakeholder in agricultural heritage sites, improvement of residents’ well- being is among the
fundamental goals of sustainable development. With the potential to showcase the high ecological
and cultural values of agricultural heritage systems, tourism is considered an important path for the
sustainable development of agricultural heritage sites. Therefore, exploring tourism impacts on
residents” well-being is of great theoretical and practical significance in promoting high- quality
development of agricultural heritage sites. [Methods] This study took Dayutang and Qingkou
Villages of Hani Rice Terraces in Yuanyang County, Yunnan Province as case study sites. An
evaluation index with a total of 18 indicators was constructed to measure residents’ well-being in
agricultural heritage sites, including six dimensions of economic conditions, living environment,
social relations, educational resources, health and safety, and conservation and development. A
quantitative resident questionnaire survey and qualitative semi-structured interviews were engaged
to measure and compare the level of residents’ well-being and tourism impacts on residents” well-
being. [Results] The results are as follows: First, the level of residents’ well- being in the
agricultural heritage sites varied greatly, with the highest level of well-being at 0.8516 and the
lowest at 0.2321, and the mean value was 0.5641. Second, factors such as participation in tourism
development, annual household income, age of residents, and education level demonstrated
significant effects on the level of residents’ well-being. Third, this study examined heterogeneity in
the perceived impacts of tourism development among residents of different backgrounds. Perceived
changes in economic conditions, living environment, and conservation and development
demonstrated significant positive effects on the level of residents” well-being. However, perceived
changes in social relationships, educational resources, and health and safety had insignificant
effects on the level of residents’ well-being. [Conclusion] Therefore, in the process of tourism
development, local governments should encourage the intergration of new livelihoods to local
residents’ traditional livelihoods and enhance their participation in agricultural heritage tourism,
thus striving to achieve a balance for tourism development, agricultural heritage conservation and
residents’ well-being.

Key words: residents’ well-being; heritage tourism; agricultural heritage sites; entropy method;
Chi-square test; Hani Rice Terraces
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