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The coding process of new folk songs' lyrics on the theme of nostalgia
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Table 2 The feature vocabulary of new folk songs’ lyrics
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Fig.1 Conceptual model of influence mechanism of nostalgia
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Multidimensional Deconstruction and Impact Mechanism of Nostalgic
from the Perspective of Place Narrative Based on
Lyrics and Comments of New Folk Songs

Hong Xueting', Huang Zhenfang', Chen Xiaoyan®, Xu Dong'

(1. School of Geographical Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China; 2. College of Humanities,
Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou 213001, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: In the process of urbanization, the increasingly rich place narrative practice of individuals helps to
understand the root relationship between individuals and places. At present, China is undergoing an unpreced-
ented process of urbanization and industrialization in terms of scale and range, with new strides constantly
made in the modernization drive. The demolition of massive buildings and the migration of the population
caused collective unconscious nostalgic. China’s rise in new folk songs cultures after the early of the 20th cen-
tury are an attractive cultural phenomenon. Nostalgic is a recurrent theme of new folk songs and new folk
songs provide fertile soil for nostalgic. The lyrics and comments on new folk songs themed nostalgic were se-
lected to analyze the phenomenon of nostalgia. This article investigates the dimension characteristic and pro-
duction mechanism of nostalgic by applying NVivol0 software techniques and natural language processing
methods. The lyrics of new folk songs themed nostalgic construct nostalgia at four dimensions, namely spatial
dimension, temporal dimension, memory dimension, and emotional dimension. Lyricist of new folk songs re-
called the landscape in concrete space and time to express their feelings. A spatial dimension in nostalgia
presents home, place, and region of different scales. A home-centered image is the most extensive practice. The
time dimension contains days, months and years, showing the representation of nostalgia. Nostalgic is not only
oriented to the past but also the future. Nostalgic memories can be pleasant, albeit bittersweet. It can also be di-
vided into two parts: Emotions from the memory and emotions from reality. And the memory dimension
presents a scene, character, and event. Nostalgia is awakened by the combination of people, place, and media
factors. Changes in the individual ’s perception of time and space, as well as life experience and personality
characteristics, affect the level of perception of nostalgia. The sensory elements that arouse memory about ho-
metown and social factors such as urbanization, modernization, and environmental changes will stimulate nos-
talgia. The content of nostalgic is the characteristics of the place, the memory it bears, and the places’ culture.
The study’s theoretical contributions, limitations and practical implications for sustainable development from

the perspective of nostalgic are discussed.

Key words: place narration; new folk song; nostalgia; multidimensional deconstruction; mechanism; urbaniza-

tion



