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Impact of 2010 Asia Games Opening Ceremony on
Cultural Identity of Residents in Guangzhou:
Perspective on Events and Ritual Theory

LUO Qiu-ju"?, LIN Tong"?

(1.School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China;
2. Center for Tourism Planning & Research, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510275, China)

Abstract: While the issue of cultural identity is highlighted under the circumstance of globalization and
modernization, there is still lacking particular research on sports events’ impacts on cultural identity. Thus
more attention should be paid to the socio-cultural impacts in order to utilize more fully of the positive im-
pacts of sports events. 2010 Asia Games opening ceremony in Guangzhou is not only part of the sports
event, but also an independent cultural event. The article, through participant observation and interview,
described the Lingnan Culture in Guangzhou Asian Games opening ceremony and interpreted the cultural
symbols in it. The relationship between the ceremony and the culture of the host city was discussed by ana-
lyzing the attitude of local residents to the event with local cultural characteristics. Possible changing ten-
dency of cultural identity in the context of the opening ceremony was also discussed. By expounding event
as a liminal phase, event as cultural performance, event as a connection of traditional and modernity, event
as a booster of local awareness, how the cultural identity would be was revealed in the context of events
that represented by the Asian Games opening ceremony in this article. It indicates that: 1) the relationship
between events and cultural identity is reflected on the different levels of cultural identity. Ontological
identity is showed in the emotions that aroused by events. Events also offer a way to learn about the cultur-
al symbols and different cultures integrate with the stimulation of events; 2) the participation of local peo-
ple plays an important role in the proceeding of culture identity affected by the event. The stimulations
generated by the event can be lasting and finally affects cultural identity only when the people turn the pro-
visory emotion into a more positively thought and cognition. Meanwhile, we also need to identify how
events influent cultural identity on a long time scale and attention also should be paid to the post-event de-

velopment of the culture.

Key words: sport events; 2010 Asia Games in Guangzhou; opening ceremony; cultural identity; ritual theory



