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STUDIES ON THE BIONOMICS OF THE LOCUST GEOMETRID
APOCHEIMA SP. AND ITS CONTROL

INSTITUTE OF POMOLOGY, SHENSI PROVINCE
RESEARCH LABORATORY OF NAN-CHAI BRIGADE, MEI COoUNTY
THE NURSERY oF ME1 COUNTY

THE FORESTRY STATION OoF MEI COUNTY

The geometrid Apochesma sp. is one of the worst pest of the locust tree in Mei
County. It apparently prefers the locust tree, but also devastates the near-by apple
and pear trees. This paper reports the results of our studies on the bionomics and
control measures of this inseet from 1971 to 1974.

This insect has only one generation a year in Shensi Province and overwinters
as a pupa encased in a thick eocoon under the ground. The adult emerges in late
February the next year and lays eggs on the top of the locust tree. Larvae hatch
in early April and they have the habit of spinning silk threads hanging down
from the tree and spreading to another tree by wind. The full-grown larvae move
downward to dig into the ground in late May and after 40 days of pre-pupal stage
they pupate under ground in thick cocoons in late July.

The results of our study show that the most effective control measure is to dust
BHC over the ground surface at the beginning of emerging stage of the adults.





