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The Research on the Present Situation, Problems and
Countermeasures of Urbanization in China: With the
Viewpoint of Adjustment of Administrative Division

Wang Kaiyong

(Institute of Geographical Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: China has experienced rapid urbanization stage since reform and opening, during which
significant characteristics such as a rapid speed of urbanization and obvious regional differences have been
showed in the process. Administrative division is one of the important government management systems and
important organization form of national regional division and administrative management. With the rapid
development of socio-economic development and urbanization, administrative divisions are bound to be
adjusted to fit with the economic base. From the perspective of administrative divisions, there are a series of
problems for the urbanization in China, such as the number of cities is too small, urban structure is
incomplete, the administrative system of development areas needs to be straightened out, the administration
management of developed towns needs to be strengthened and reformed, urban fringes lack of management,
etc. Considering the development trend and demand of urbanization, this paper proposes that urbanization in
different areas should be different according to its development base and the requirements of major function
oriented zones in China. The standards of setting up a city or a municipal district should be established as
soon as possible. Development zones should be built through the establishment of municipal districts and
other forms. The guidance, regulation and service function of administrative divisions should be made good
use of to constantly push forward the healthy development of urbanization in China.
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