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Towards a Ptolemaic Revolution in the Anthropocene Era
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Abstract: Being able to tackle the complexity of the Anthropocene is a daunting intellectual task. I believe
we are about to experience a dramatic shift in the attitude of science not only in its connection with technology but
also regarding its own self-understanding, i.e., its own identity as the key societal institution, erected in the last
four hundred years, since the dawn of modernity. Complexity becomes the key word if we want really to realize
what is at stake. This paper starts with some remarks regarding the depiction of the fours crucial identity features
of scientific complexity in this Anthropocene Era, concludes that science must realize two basic conditions in or-
der to play a decisive role in the risk of the civilized transition through the complexity analysis of scientific epis-
temology, organization, scientific paradigm and scientific activities product. In this paper a contribution is made to
set the scene for the theoretical adventure that is waiting for many of the member of our “epistemological commu-
nities”.
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