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A Semiotic Discussion of the Floral Patterns on Ornamental Ceramics in
Local-Style Dwelling Houses in Ming and Qing Dynasties
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Abstract:Ornamental ceramics placed in local-style dwelling houses in Ming and Qing Dynasties are imbued with cultural and artistic

meanings, particularly so are the decorative patterns on them. This paper is to analyze the floral patterns on ornamental ceramics in dwelling

houses during this period, to summarize their styles, to explore their social implications, and to reveal their art and cultural values.
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Fig.1 Wine vessel with interlacing peony sprays in antique
overglaze enamels, Shunzhi period, Qing Dynasy
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Fig.2 Celadon Garden stool with phoenix and peony, Longquan
ware, Zhengde period, Ming
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Fig.4 Blue and white wine vessel with interlacing lotus flowers, Qing
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Fig.3 Blue and white Meiping (Prunus) vase with peach and bamboo
sprays, Yongle period, Ming
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Fig.5 Blue vase with gold traced bamboo, plum blossoms and birds
in antique overglaze enamels on white panels, Kangxi period, Qing
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Fig.6 Double-walled celadon vase with hollowed out peonies,
Qianlong period, Qing
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Fig.7 Dehua elephant foot vase with animal heads and magnolia, crabapple
flowers and peonies in overglaze enamels, Tongzhi period, Qing
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Fig.8 Covered jar with flowers of four seasons in underglaze red,
Hongwu period, Ming
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