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THE FIRST INDEPENDENT TELLURIUM
DEPOSIT DISCOVERIED IN SICHUAN

Luo Yaonan Cao Zhimin
(Sichuan Mineral & Geological Bureau) (Chengdu Insititute of Science & Engineering)
Abstract
The independent telluric ore deposit found in Sichuan, China is the first of its kind ever discoveried in the
world. It is located in a metamorphic-thermal dome with an approximately north—sourth trend composed of
slighthy metamorphosed lower Triassic carbonate —clastic rocks. The main tellurium mineral is tetradymite,
mainly appearing in massive form, or as veined disseminated in dolomite and massive pyrrhotite ore all being
geochemically characterized by a Te-Bi-Au-Ag association of industrial value. It is a typical hydrothermal fill-
ing deposit genetically related the metamorphic-thermal dome formed in a tectono-magmatically active geolog-

ical setting.
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