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Study on the Migration Law of Rural-Urban Labor Force
in China

Wang Guoxia, Cheng Lilin

(School of Economics and Business Administration, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006)

Abstract: Since the Reform and Opening up, China’s labor migration between urban and rural areas has
been showing changing trends on migration number, population characteristics, migration patterns and spatial pat-
terns and presents certain laws. Based on the successful empirical studies of international and domestic schalars,
this paper tries to summarize the migration law of rural-urban labor force in China. Migration motives and spatial
patterns of population follow the Law of Economic Factors Leading. Migrants’ individual characteristics and mi-
gration behaviors follow the Law of Differentiation in Human Capital. Rural-urban migration ways and choices of
employment abide by the Law of Social Relations’ Dominant. However, the labors’ migration from rural areas to
urban areas is still incomplete in China for the unreasonable institutional arrangement.
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