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Tab. 1 Specifications of parent crab and button sized crab
(mean+SD)
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Fig. 1

Experimental devices at different developmental stages of E. sinensis
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I represents the parent crab experimental device; 1l represents the button sized crab and the juvenile crab experimental device

Br, SEEAT U5 2 FF VERG 56 R IE A0 A K 06, 77 4
K 8 ik B[R 2K 07 % 93 BT (One-way ANOVA)H|
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Fig. 2 Selection of sediment by Individuals of E. sinensis

R IRk 5 7 5 7 DU R R £ i 45 523 1 9% 32 (P<0.05),
R IR /N5 5 B A 7 R 50 R e AT (2 2
FE5H(P<0.05); T

Different capital letters indicate significant differences in the
selection of four substrates (P<0.05), and different small letters
indicate significant differences in the selection of the same
substrate at different developmental stages (P<0.05). The same
applied below



6 31 PR AR B Brh R R B R ) 4 PRI A 891

W BRI E o R AT R (P <<0.05), FEEAS
A A RAE YRR R L B R) B 43 b T, H2E 5
B (P<0.05), SEHEAMA, fNEETEAR LAT AT
P R R R B oF [ o JEG 5 114 34 4% 350 TG W 3 1k 22 S
(P>0.05; E 4).
24 hEHEENEIS TN

Hh A 2 B G J2 T QAT 9 45 S 3% B 5 B DU
BRI, ToRE A 5, P e bt DA 2
NEE, B A RAFAE B2 AT N, AR AR IR
HHIREE oy LR KT, HRE R E KT
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Fig. 3 Selection of sediment for E. sinensis population
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Fig. 4 Selection of sediment by E. sinensis during day and night
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Fig. 5 Button sized crab inhabiting state during the day
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Fig. 6 Juvenile crab inhabiting state during the day and night
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PREFERENCE FOR SUBSTRATE IN DIFFERENT DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES
OF ERIOCHEIR SINENSIS

LI Chun-Bo"’, HUANG Xiao-Rong’, FENG Guang-Peng"’, ZHUANG Ping’, GENG Zhi’ and WU Ye-Ling"’

(1. College of Fisheries and Life Science, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 20090, China; 2. China Sea and Yangtze Estuary,
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs; Shanghai Engineering Research Center of Fisheries Resources Enhancement and
Ecological Restoration of the Yangtze Estuary, East China Sea Fisheries Research Institute,

Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences, Shanghai 200090, China)

Abstract: In recent years, due to the construction of large-scale water conservancy projects, human overfishing, lake re-
clamation, and water pollution had a serious impact on the reproductive migration and habitat of the Chinese mitten
crab at the Yangtze River estuary. As a component of the living environment of aquatic organisms, substrate is of great
significance for finding habitats for aquatic organisms and protecting aquatic organism resources. In order to explore
the preferences of Eriocheir sinensis at different developmental stages for the types of substrates, a single factor experi-
ment method was used to study the effects of E. sinensis on mud, silt (mud: sand=1:1), medium sand (0.35—0.50 mm)
and fine sand (0.25—0.35 mm) at different developmental stages. The results of the study on parent crabs showed that
in individual experiment, the percentages of time that parent crab stayed on the mud, silt, medium sand and fine sand
were (58.18+6.34)%, (15.95+5.23)%, (12.05+2.38)% and (13.8142.14)%; in the group experiment, the percentages of
parent crabs appearing on the mud, silt, medium sand and fine sand were (33.69+2.17)%, (23.83+1.21)%, (20.15+
0.34)% and (22.33+3.23)%, the individual and group experiment results of parent crabs showed that the parent crab
preference for mud substrate was significantly higher than the other three substrates, and the differences between them
were significant (P<0.05). The results of the study on button sized crabs showed that in individual experiments, the per-
centages of time that button sized crabs stay on the mud, silt, medium sand and fine sand were (35.69+1.73)%, (18.08+
3.25)%, (30.83+4.99)% and (15.40+1.91)%; in the group experiment, the percentages of times that crabs appeared on
the mud, silt, medium sand and fine sand were (32.514+2.50)%, (19.8043.84)%, (30.76£2.01)% and (16.93+0.95)%, the
individual and group experiment results of the crabs showed that the button sized crabs have a preference for mud and
medium sand substrate were significantly higher than the other two, and they were different from each other significant
(P<0.05). The percentages of times that juvenile crabs appear on the mud, silt, medium sand and fine sand were
(60.42+2.89)%, (22.50£2.32)%, (8.75+2.50)%, and (8.33+1.10)%. Juvenile crabs like mud substrate the most, fol-
lowed by silt, the differences were significant (P<0.05). Studies on habitat methods showed that parent crabs have no
obvious burial behavior, button sized crabs prefer to bury in mud and medium sand, while juvenile crabs prefer to bury
in mud, followed by silt. E. sinensis have differences in the choice of substrate, and the requirements and habitat of £.
sinensis at different developmental stages are also different. The results of this study provide a reference for habitat res-
toration and resource conservation of E. sinensis.

Key words: Substrate; Parent crab; Button sized crab; Juvenile crab; Behavior; Eriocheir sinensis
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