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Broken but Failed to Stand, Haste Brought no Success:
Scientific Critical Activities Carried out in China from 1950s to 1970s

HU Huakai
( Department of Science, History and Science and Technology, University of Science

and Technology of China, Hefei 230026, China)

Abstract From the establishment of the People’s Republic to the end of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, China carried out a series of movements to criticize various “bourgeois ideas”, such as “ideal-
ism” and “metaphysics” in the natural sciences, and in the early 1950s, the late 1950s and during
the Cultural Revolution, there were three climaxes to these activities. During this time, although the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China took some measures to stop them, due to the in-
terference of some special factors, the effect was limited, and these activities still erupted. The emer-
gence of the three climaxes of these movements had its own direct historical reasons and common un-
derlying root causes. Critics believed that only by clearing away “bourgeois thinking” could the natu-
ral sciences develop rapidly, but contrary to expectations, their activities had a severely negative im-
pact on the development of contemporary Chinese science.

Keywords China, 1950s to 1970s, natural sciences, bourgeois ideology, critique





