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[ Abstract] The industry of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) encounters problems
like quality fluctuation of raw materials and unstandardized production process. Near
infrared ( NIR) spectroscopy technology is widely used in quality control of TCM
because of its abundant information, fast and nondestructive characters. The main
applications include quantitative analysis of Chinese medicinal materials, intermediates
and Chinese patent medicines; the authenticity of TCM, species, origins and
manufacturers; monitoring and control of the extraction, alcohol precipitation, column

chromatography and blending process. This article reviews the progress on the
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application of NIR spectroscopy technology in TCM field. In view of the problems

existing in the application, the article proposes that the standardization of NIR analysis

method should be developed according to specific characteristics of TCM, which will

promote the application of NIR technology in the TCM industry.
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