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SEERIF & St ER N BEIAE (1950—19704F) _

French nuclear development and perceptions of
China’s nuclear force (1950 - 1970)

LI Yunyi
(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract The year 2024 marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and France, as well
as the 60th anniversary of the explosion of China’s first atomic bomb. Therefore, the former has also been called China’s “nuclear
explosion” in the field of diplomacy. After World War II, France sought to restore its status as a great power through research in
nuclear science and technology, and to challenge the nuclear monopoly of the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War.
China became France’s “ally” on the nuclear issue. Relying on France’s own experience in nuclear development and nuclear force,
France interpreted China’s “Two Bombs and One Satellite” project differently from that of the United States and Japan. Although
there is a big difference with the reality, France recognizes the great progress of China’s science and technology. At the same time,
China’s accession to the ranks of nuclear powers provides France with strong political support to challenge the bipolar system of the
Cold War.
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