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“Engineering Community” from Actor-Network-Theory
Respective

Tian Kaijin, Xie Yongmei
(School of Marxism Studies, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: At present, engineering sociology has received extensive attention in our country, and the “engi-
neering community” as a consensus concept of engineering sociology has also been enthusiastically discussed in
the academic community. This article focuses on the concept of “engineering community” with blurred conceptual
boundaries, heterogeneity of members, and limitations of “position-persons”. It uses the Actor-Network--Theory
to conduct a reflective review and points out the attitudes of the Actor- Network Theory and engineering activities
there is an inherent fit. Based on the traditional theory of sociological stratification, only interests can be regarded
as the only common “engineering community”, and the priority of ethical pre-position cannot be guaranteed. But
as a kind of human existence, the dimension of ethics should be its inherent dimension and the front part of the
project. This article believes that the Actor-Network-Theory is conducive to the disclosing of the two engineering
ethical codes. When the ethical dimensions of the original project are played, the real community may be estab-
lished.
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