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Figure 1 The conceptual model of farmland use system transition
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Figure 2 Changes in the size of permanent and floating population in urban and rural areas of China
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Transition of farmland use system towards
urban—rural integration:

From localization to de—localization

FENG Dedong', LONG Hualou"?
(1. School of Public Administration, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China; 2. Institute of
Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: [Objective] Farmland use transition runs through the entire process of the evolution of
urban-rural relations in China, and is mutually reinforcing and complementary with the integrated
development of urban and rural areas. The construction of the conceptual concept system and theo-
retical framework for the transition of farmland use system oriented towards urban-rural integration
is of great significance for improving the discourse system of land system science research in Chi-
na. [Methods] This paper employs the literature research method, inductive deduction method, and
logical deduction method to conduct the research. [Results] Based on the perspective of land sys-
tem science, this paper explains the conceptual connotation of farmland use system transition; con-
structs an academic discourse on the localization and de-localization transition of farmland use sys-
tem; analyzes the stage changes of China’s urban-rural relationship from rural China to urban-rural
China, and the transition logic of the farmland use system in the corresponding stage; and proposes
that the “re-localization” and “hybridization” will jointly constitute the next evolution cycle of Chi-
na’ s farmland use system transition under the integrated development of urban and rural areas.
[Conclusion] Farmland use system transition can be defined as the trend turning of the elements,
structure, and form of the three-dimensional (natural, economic, and management) subsystem of
farmland use due to external environmental changes such as natural geography, socio-economy,
and so on. The significant native rural stickiness of China’s urban and rural society is rooted in the
high dependence on farmland use systems in the history of small-scale peasant economy. From na-
tive rural China to urban-rural China, it is not only the process of China’s urban-rural relationship
gradually moving towards urban-rural integration, but also the process of farmland use system tran-
sition from localization to de-localization.

Key words: native rural China; urban-rural China; urban-rural integration; localization; de-

localization; land system science; land use transition; farmland use system
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