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The role of B cells in tumor immunity

WANG Jingyao, CHEN Weifeng, JIANG Yuhang, ZHANG Xiaoren™
(Affiliated Cancer Hospital and Institute of Guangzhou Medical University, Guangzhou 510095, China)

Abstract: In recent years, immune checkpoint blockade to improve anti-tumor immunotherapy has brought
hope to tumor patients, but only few patients have benefited from it. The most critical difficulties and
challenges facing tumor immunity are understanding tumor immune escape mechanisms and improving anti-
tumor immune responses. B cells are key immune cells in the adaptive immune response against tumors. Upon
activation B cells proliferate and differentiate into plasma cells to produce antibodies which directly exert anti-
tumor effector functions. As professional antigen presenting cells B cells present tumor antigens to activate T
cells and prime anti-tumor immune responses. B cells promote the formation of tertiary lymphoid structure
(TLS), in which B cells enhance anti-tumor immunity. Moreover, B cells may exhibit suppressive functions to
anti-tumor immunity through producing IL-10 in the tumor microenvironment. Therefore, a comprehensive
understanding of the roles of B cells in tumor immunity is critical for the development of innovative strategies
for tumor prevention and treatment. This review describes the regulatory roles of B cells in the tumor
microenvironment in driving or suppressing anti-tumor immune responses, explores potential tactics for B cell-
based anti-tumor immunotherapy, and proposes new research directions for tumor immunotherapy.
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IR A B AT 2 b G e 4, B AE T M
BAIME. HixEVRMMSE. THRMEE. &M
IR T M R AR g o RT3 m T i
Pt bl JRE Th A 1 G % A W A4 ) R (immune
checkpoint inhibitor, ICI), #IPD1/PDLI1#TA R
CTLA4HUIRSE, 1E— L8 ST b A B 97 3L,
5 = AE A B E AW R R, 3R /) 48 i it
e RO FIRAG DR ARE MR, v RERIA
EZ MR PR, 5 TR SR T4
N, HHEZMTHMRNE, KIERZEBN IR .
R Z Mg, RER 7 AXICTIRIT i 32, {2
A5 NATTRE 25 R A I b 6 A 2 A 5 b A R
o T2 4 i A9 P R A 44 B SR 2 0 A A 2 R Y
B0

iR v ) PR B LA X A b, FLAE i oRd g2
MPEH S E WA MRMAE T, Fphld L
R 9248 471 faf (tumor  mutation burden, TMB)Jf
Jed B TLS B (1) % i 5 1R 22 I e s N1 R 4 T3
Ja BIEAHIG, WMAE TR AR ICHE ST 1 S S o
i 98 B 4 A AT DA S R 0 R R O T4 s
AT DA S B A DG O TLS A i, 34 5B AN A - T4H
FHEAER, (kR s e 1 i B B2 . 05
SHAL IR A B AN R A AR, (RIS R AR S PR T
SRR OSSR AR A B R A PR, R DA
P AR AR R 40 B A 16 28 B 25 4F A (antibody
dependent cell-mediated cytotoxicity, ADCC). FMA&
1 % 1) 41 #9754 F (complement dependent
cytotoxicity, CDC). HiiE& /T 140 i & W/ H
(antibody-dependent cellular phagocytosis, ADPC)
SNV B R, e DE bt R R . K
AT BLRE A 28 30 4 SR BAH A2 8 f 2 v B AN [R] 4
FH KL .

1 BHRERI R B FIIhHE

B 2 e I IE NP e 4z — . B4
MO AE & 8 W HH % I T 40 M (hematopoietic  stem
cells, HSC)R Blizk. HSCH b itk L FE §iT 441
ffd(common lymphoid progenitor cells, CLP), CLP
FE— 25430 A BYN B (progenitor B, pro-B). Al
{RBYH ffd(precursor B, pre-B), &K E AN
B (immature B)ILH B B8t NBAE, 3t—

R B N ABYIN .

B4 M M pro-BAI I B, fE A/ &= -7
(interleukin-7, IL-7){Z%5 LA AXEBF1. E2A. PAXS5
SR T EMREIVER R, 5B JE Bpro-B KA
JZEBREE H H 5 (immunoglobulin heavy chains, IgH)
(Y1 V-D-J 5 R = HE T T B4H it 52 445 (pre-BCR), M
M B2 K 77 1 A pre-BBr Ex"'. Pre-BIf EX B4 il 3L
53 N Hpre-B(UFR A Kpre-B) Fl i HHpre-B4H g (XL
FRN/Ipre-B). 1E Kpre-BHr B 5 B 4 £ B 70 b
waEE, PRAE KB/ Npre-B; B T /hpre-BRr B, I
TR AT R V- SR L HE . BEEE AR G,
BUHEN T A ZABAE BRI B, LI 20 b R R
PEIgM, FERXANBTEO#AT B F PRk #Ef5, BANM
H— PR, IR ZEIgD, B H& B
i RSN MR E

A0 IR B 28 B B A B AR R 3 A 1 S
B4l ffd(marginal zone B cells, MZB), JEJEMHBAIfE
(follicular B cells, FOB)5BI14ifl. B4 % 3%
MR R P2 PR, RIFDURS T (0 R D) g s
X AR BA LSRR S, SHE0E. B5E,
oA, APk, RN kAR
& AAN 2SR B 4 (class switch recombination,
CSR)™ [FI, BANMLIE AT LAFE L HRH 5 i S 4
M, 36 R PR BUE T M A T RN % T
K, B R IUBAIML A FITL-10%540 N 175 5 &
326 1 9 99 ARV i 8 S5 AP B 4 ) A 2 R Y
YEH .

2 PERERE R B AR

SR TEAE IR AL G — KA R, RN B2
REIR T A RISR 22 — o SEARIRE M2 B 25 4 BT DLy
NI TRL BT« R IL G M SE AR B iR AL 2R
St A LT Pk R 40 L A 2 R e 5 A R R UL 3 A
B BT R A A, R P9 I S RS
e e R S SR Ao ST AR B R R A e 5 A ) AT
GBS 52 S RFAE, 118 JA 18] Jo AR ) 3 25 i Ak
AR PR, Rk, BAHMLE g 21 4 i for
Bl e H i v LRI fE .

TERZ R RIE Y, BYH 3= B R A AE SR & )
JRANR A% . SRR S BAN I AEAE 5 B
UFBAEAFRANOG, o)A 1 1R 2R S B L I 12
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I HORE 10 A2 e ANk e DY 7 PR IR T 3 RS F )
IR B 2 AE bR [ 4 PR RN 2H 2R B SV A B AU T
(Follicular helper T, Tfh)ZHfd i BT 52 oA An
FCAK T AR, X N i AN R B T R
JEIRE JT . FH R, X 21 P Ok 1 5 3 i a2 1)
9 VERERE SONLGEE T R it Y,

T BAERIRIERE A BR, 8O SEik
SN AR/ BB MR . R, BT e
A E R A DCs # i FIMHC 1T 269 1
HLA-DRAFLH| 4> FCD80. CD86 ik kb T T iff
WA, WS EITRPE$ 2 A5 &,
DL R 3R — e S 807 SEMm AN R K AR AR
PR AR N . SR, ARt RN, (EEE
ITWIT RIS I6 YT I, SR 55 i BAH = i mT
R s o,

FE R [ TR B R v, 326 T 92 o S8 1 T %
GBI AVE FHRIAS R, IRt i B B2 it 2 L HY
PR 1E F B I VB o ad o — 019 R 1
69T FL i meta 7y AT I, I — - B FL R B
4 B 3k N e i 5 E 5 MR R R G TS 2R A
5, MASEI10%HIHF 70 EoR AR SR s
BAHMuL H 5 R4 15 #HOC I s dE . FLIR R
diE M AE/NAH MM . Sk BUEShRE . OR B
. HER. BOARM. HaiE. BHEEE
W, B 2 RE 1 B AR BRI S AR AR R A G B
s A AL R, IL-10" 75 B4 A (regulatory B
cell, Breg)¥E 555 i AR ANIEAH Y, X%
B, A B EAS [F] B4 AR IR 2 5 R k4B
R SR PV TT W R N R A G

Jib e A 55 BAH i P DL 2 AR PIRAS . 4
EREZEEMBE S, B4 Lo 43 Gl
K. FOERIIgD BAIAE). G232 40E). G3(A#H L
gD B RIGA(FEAL I G HIgD™ B4
WA MR AR EY) . BB AL T A FE
IIREIRAS . FHLLANE BN, M A BN R
CD21. CD23. CD79bFCXCR5F ik AL,

R BRI T S, AR R O 2 X A A R o
I PuR FIBAH Mgk AT PR SRS Bk £, AT kE
P, ERE RS T, 2% HIME 5 RN
MR, RPSTH T A S R, T
IR N E S PR A A B AL, FRATTU R 2

Bl fEZ PR ORI, I A BAT A LAA
43 W4l (antibody secreting cells, ASC). & B4l
NI TLS FRIAFAE 5 g 1) R 47 TUs S UIAE O, [R) I
AT DL S s v 07 a3 3k a0 iR Py B4
AT DL 22 oL i) SRR B R S SO, LR T
JERIEATAM, S B 5 RS R
B S PUARIASC! ™, REFLZHR AL T
FR R B BRI ASCERAE , HAE B Z B A
FTh G R RE R, X R PRI A, 4R
Gt HRIE . FrRrtEmIige, HARAZ -1
Pk

GV 5L iR 2 H W S 2 A BYH R ATASC . 1E
PP 285 g A BG A Mg b, Mo i B S
2 2 AN 1) TER 355 R0 A B8 A B AS B 5 K ik, B
IK AR TG IR A B T ASCT AR B

3 PRI RIS AR

— 7 BAI RS2 B I s RS, o
YUMo A AT L AR K s A PR (1g Gl
IgA), RIEDUIRE AR g% e N 222 TR
L, A nT LARETE 2 R R B R
TE R R S A B, ELFE AT S s . SRR
e NP AR O g AN LR 2T, I e A
L% A R S T B ATV (D)I IX B HE U B E AT AL T —
Tl 58 4 R RS . R SR 4 A PopRg
b T RCRIRAS AR TS A B AE AN 5] IR A2 AE
B RPN, XAl R R N AR R G BREE A
e RV AT AS TR RS 1) e g DA 22 S B
TE I WA I B e S A o, SR 2R 08 R K 1y
TR X (Cy), XRREERE AR ATgGH A1
P& (HERTFI IR A A i TR
A1g A HE . TR R, A R T B
2 i T DA IS 40 WA Lg G R Ig AR . TgG g 40 i 35 1
PLAEFRIEThIAH AL R 732 4 (CXCR3. CCR4H!
CCR5)™, M, IgA 40 A T %k H
HAZRCCROMICCRI0, XAEEATA LA CCL25FI
CCL28ZEEE™, B T 5 1gA 44, CCL28%}
P ETA N (Treg cel)FISHEB B REE, XoT
M H M G R ROA B 1 P2 AR 5B,
TG 2R 41 MU 1) 5 S50 1 R A TR JRE I SEJRIZ 1 e
A, I 5Thl/Th170 S8 A 56, T
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Tg A" H 20 H I8 o5 A7 AE T 08 S e i As B IL-
10FTPD-L 1ff)fifrag it

Ty MBS IS I [n) i 2 1K G iR 92 v M
A0 L BT EURE S e o e R A e A R R R e
PR (tumor-specific antigens, TSA)A] DRI R 12
e 1 2 A P 7 A 6 TS AR S R (R B A&7 4R
TERZH R T o, A 20 R Ry 5 EBCR b
BEH 3 > PR R IR MR xR, R
AL bR VR e AT RE AL T — P2 IR AS , FTRE
A& T e B e R AR AR R . ERA
TR R ETSARI MR, WIHER-2 FLIRME . B
FIPUIR B (4 FR MIEGFR/ALK 948 [ Jifi i o
UM AR e A B TE R AR . AR IR R
() Jie e v, SR 4 IR A R S I A AR A R ARG
I AR P44 T 1 A B A B M TS A fi
S AT S B o ST e R R R A PR AR B
TSAHUARSL, JREERr R BUA A E T AR B =
B g v, N 3L Sk 8 s B AH G Sk 35 s FTE B
BAHXEES. HEIRFEE S5 REERE,
R R C i IR N I e N L )
BEU'Y . mbAh, FEMORA LR RIREL T B S PURES
SRR SR AN, e AR DL B e R AR e 8 A AR
AR PR 4 S R TRk, PR IR I 3 4
— B R AR, B R AR B S A
BT 2 MR e e A58 . TSARR #E 8 5%, A
TS BT AN PRI 98 A G 95 5 FEE R 7 1)

4 PMERINE R =R B 5

TE SRR 55 A I BAH f I A BN A . 7E
2 PR A B UL 52 B BAH M 2 7098 S N SRR T
JRTLS, JF5THMEE V) fih. TLSRZ — i b fF 4k
BB RO B S ALk A B, AR SR A
H SR hi 285 B RGN W, Mg
H, RREEHIR IR RAEIA LT HEE L TLS . TLSA2
— RN REE BV S A AL, AL T4 A X B4
X, EHDC. MEF4EASE. TLSH, BN/ L
NN, PR, RIEDUR IS R IR

R H 25 S 41 (lymphoid tissue inducer,
LTi)s — ik a BT A Eih A . (HAE N i
IR IR R IR R i TLSTE B A 4 4 . 7

ANEE R R B, RBUMLTIgNAR, Refe =4k
#if ZK a(lymphotoxin o, LTa), HIFEFRIELTRERA
PDPN" [ 4t 4 g i, 7= A AL CXCL13H
CCL19/21, 43 mlab kR B 52 A& CXCRS KB4
FfL K TEhZH f AR IACCR T TERME, 2R TLS™ .

TLS 5y £ 2 58 U (1 A A7 AR e 2 96 97 R4
SN VIR G, DR ] DL i g S N TL S £ &
K 7N R T R o 0 f 2 A B A A ) R ) R
0123945400 3 o A S 4 40 HTPD-L L BT R T 1R
NP, S5 I, TLSHBYHAE S5PD-L1FH
Wrva o7 B A A A I K B A O, T H AR T
CDS8" T, FH R4 A REAE BT AT PD-L1
BH BB ¥ 97 B R 10T, S Rk AR A AR A A A
JF, AEXT S i B mIR T A SR e hE R T R
DU HH B2 P f 5 B M B 8 R Tg G 2 ) 1O
A8t FH 25 1) i S) 20 7 9T 9 B 325 BH 40 B R TLS Y B4H
MO N R, g5 SRR, BAUMRTETLSH & 4.
FETLSH, w] DLW %2 3B M 17 28 41 B (PC)TE 1
T A B . BAIMLZE(B cell repertoire) 73 H7 i
7~, TLSHIEEBAM e b 2 FEME . 4%, §T /e,
DL 5E 4 A e R . FETLS R, P24 IeG
FTg A 25 21 M I 5 S £ 4 40 B £ 200308 9% 15338 P e
PR, TLS' i v s A 26 0 = A2 Tg G PC AT gG
PR AR T MR A, SR R IEDUNE
RUBLIRE o 7535252 B R 25 s F 6 096 97 1 5 3%
B e S R, YRIT IRBIAITC i R A A 511G
e R A MO AR DG . BRI, MR I TLS4E ¢ B4
M AR P2, XS IR IT R BA G, W]
BRI E BRI E Y. DA EAEYRER R, TLS
AT LA Bh BN S e iR 2H SN S Th otk . BE Ak,
FETLS N TN X i HTdE -4 FBCL-2,
I H AR AT 1 S it 52 A5 S TIM-3F1PD-1 .
X UL TLS N TR M Ak TR BRIRZS, S5 B4R
MIEAE A2, szhr b, TLSHA KBS AT GE1E
NAPC, M5 [ 40 40 i S

DA B FidEa, n] DU i 4 i B4H 75 e
(1092 3 RT3 A 38 B e e B 2 R B B VR T R .
75 398 AR TLS 17 ARl — ARG R R ¥ 7 5
. VFZWFFURIL, BEARGERRERT . T
ABOT AT LA S TLS = A 100, LR R AT R A X
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BT IRA B 2 ol KRR R AL TS, SR
it T2 240 LR T ) S 3 R S 1 11 5 3 380 1 TLS 1™
Ao HAEERE, BEAEMFERRTTRET,
B Ry BB IR L, 2R W bR 0 Bl
JR R S A BRI R B B o T TLSHITE Rl ]
e, At — 2B TR LA TLS B B R 1 AL
il BEAL, BR T TLSZAh, J& 54778 HoAl 1% | B4
PO HERN I3 (0 I RE SR B L 3R AT R R

5 BIfifERIphESR S 2188

B4 M5 HAth & BR bt i 52 58 40 i (professional
antigen-presenting cells, APC)WIH F3 1K 40 i
(dendritic cell, DC)—Ff, REWHLEAL. hn TALEEHT
Ji o FERe Ak DK R ik B A B2 SUA AR
2 A& W) (major histocompatibility complex, MHC)4)
T i RATAHSY . R EPUR S 2805% LA
DC, {HAETEPE K E BACH B4 L DCs X bt J5 58
BUKE . BYI AL 5 RO T4 M AR AT LR AR
EME LS, B RAEETLS. FETLSHIZAE K Fo
H, IR DCHT R BOE R R I BAI M, A R A
M, FPEAIgGHUMAR, MR AR SCHL R 5 H 0 R 1gG
TE R G A0 . B M 3@ i A 52 A il 2R B8 A+
KPR R HPUARM R Z &Y, F¥ X L 8 A
KB 3 7% 25 PRI FOIR A f(follicular  dendritic
cells, FDCs), MG ERF ORI . ZRZEEEY)
WA A DCH EAL BRI, 38 2 F s TA . bA
M7 FA%5 3 T M & R B 75 22 5 2o
FoyRAK A 75 20 #E R A0 (A FADCCO) & ZL 14t
JFREMT oz —. fESSEmMAst, BAt=
REIEDC, BEYH A T4 A A4 fl R AH T A FH 58
), eAsE T EERMRPUE S 225D,

FEAE/NT Bt BT AT DL s R TSA
RS CD4T TN, XLEBYHM £ CD69 HLA™
DR'CD27'CD21"& 8, It H &R IE LB T
CD40. CDSORICDS6" ™, TEAL YT FL R 5 & BA
Fi B, TLSH IBAHM A] L@ i ICOSL/ICOSE
5 36 % 18 0 08 T 40 5 T 40 B B g R
TLSH FIB4H i B 7] LAl i ICOSL/ICOSE 5 it ik 4
PEThIAT 74k, i3k SR BA ML R FICDS™ T
R ThEE, TERCIE AR B, SR bR e

R, FE R AR S TLS oY, ThAlA: % o B2 A
ME B, EPUMR PR REEEM .
il i 995 N HR TEh AN A 2 Hh Lo BT L ) B SR AR
8N R HE K A7 35 AT 35 B AT G 78 /0N B i g A 7Y
rRdt— DRI, BAH MK IR B B i e 2 5 i
RRF T, A, JFEd = EIL-218—
AL HGECDS” TAN M RN T RE, KB PTR
gag[”]o

BIELAE R IE, FFRAE KIS T PR iE 2 6
(BT s S M R AR S, BT DAL 2 R
ATREAN B TREE BN R, T &B4ERILE R
FRAEFNRE 7T Qnn] A K PR B2 & 35 B4 P (1) b i a2
SIhAE, AT LA BT R 40 B G g e D —
AME 1S IR BRI A7 0

6 BHES SH KBRS IEER

B2 Jf AR 2 7T LU i ADCCR 5 LA
IR G R 15 5% . ADCC A —Fhid N1 4o 58
KB, FEHNKAM@EEICDI6(FeyR ) EL
FeyRII CAr & EAITAT LA B 1gGHiLiAR I FeHl 7,
T Ay~ 3R 55 200 R i e B 4 ) A
BRI, BT SO R IgGHL g i) 7= A4 5 18 3% B4 195 A
PR YT IOV B TEAH G AT R )4 D) T i e ADCC
¥ CRAI T o A 1107 N P [ = LR R 7 K N o]
Y, GORZAE AU 2 b, @ ADCCHR
LRI TR A SR, SRR VR iR
&) IR Hh R DR 0 3 K R Y iR A G S S R R
A, {HEFR N ADCCII AL H b T 2 HUR &,
X A]RE S BT R R R KA R E PR/
PR IE R GYACs), TEAAER ik EICs =R
HIHLIARADCCTh R, [F Bt BRI T il 8 i Adc v o7
I7 3,

I Je TR 5 m 118 fieh 8 70 R VTS B A i A i
JEPUT R S PR, X L MR R e Pk e d i
FLF AT 10K [ 4G H 5 4 I (R W05 1 FegR, I i
PTG 4 e B3 ' FH AR W' ) ks e 9 4

AR ARIE, W ANBER A KIgGL A& 1k
(Gly3965874% A Arg396, hlgG1-G396R)H2 4% H
JE(CRCO) B H I AEAFEH, R 1gG1 K 41
oA, i SRR R E1gGre A, CD8' T4
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CD103" DCJ iZ3h i, T¥RuIE BRI = itk B2 45
P12, RN T BE A A (mIgG2c-G400R) [ 7N R
&5 i 15 B R B0 IE T 12 A e 40 ) R A A R
&, FWIEhIgG1-G396R 4 H i B HAF A %%
(PR A BT o FEMLH b, IR AR R 38 5 T il
TR AH P EURE FE (TAARE M) S am i 204k, AT
PR . X TR TAAR R IgG2e ik it
KA AR HE T T A AR G e 9B A A ) A e AR
TAAX R NCDS™ T 28 EAHEREE,
I Ak EE RS S A X PP AR A TA AR 7 PE 28 3 il 2B
YT B AE /) R o8 A R o R YR IT RUR, R
HAIGRMFHE /7. higG1-G396R1E Ml b il 5
A bR BT 4 E e B AT AT RE R AT,
BFTE R R 3 1gG 1R 12 B AT AL 1Y 2 B8 nT DA s
Ga EIRYT 45 >,

7 BZARBRIAPE R REE T TN 8E

TE— Se s v, G B e A A 22 B 4T e R
&, BAM S MR A RTUGHDC, FREE kg
PEAMHIE F I B4H i~ A2 1L-10.  IL-35F1TGFp, il
Tk A ) R 4 T4 P B e 0 i 3 Treg # BT
i RE G . B Y — ke S 3 LA g 4 2 R 1 T
A, T EBYE MRS T EEEH . Breg4
MO AT LAy i AR ISR ELEE 3R . IL-6+ IL-10. IL-
35. TNF-aMISTAT35, il it g 40 2312 I T4H i
IS RE RN TNRE, AT GE 3 8 25 23 11 G P it
SZPVST L Breg i il K H 0 LARIEVE 2 i 4G 25 55
ficfk, GFETIGIT. Ebi3. CD39. CD73FIPD-
Ll. Hub[FEES, Breg4 Mk & B3R I8 — 4 Sy A
AR, 455 CDS T i I e S Al Treg 01k
FIFHICTLA4. Lag3. PD-1AITim-34> 71",
EAFER IR, BRG] s ik A K R
IRE L, H K 2 B8 T8 s A% ot Bl 3 A
AR B JOE RN G S B AT LA L 5 B
AALERNAR T, i RGBS 2 K
SRR A . IR — M BESRUE, & 2 I g R
5] DAY D> A AR B SR SN o LE 98 RE AH O% ) e
RS, Breg 4t i vl DA T4H M (4 sk o s A
JHTC, PRUE T TR R AR L, Bk 1 g i
AT R IR IR T BregZH A8 R I AT ik
T JEVER . Bregdh M R A5 S R ER —J7

TE A0V 7] 3 bR T2 RS PR 288 S A 55 ) I 038 % 1 b e
T JZE N 52 o

BRUCUAAE, JR4n = A= o FE i Al mI T ak
TR Y, F5 T HE A RUE 141 41 i (myeloid-
derived suppressor cells, MDSCs), B{AF 1 i1k
EE, PR g . BAN MRS IS TT LA R
SIS TTGABA, 456 0 it 3 4 9% 41 g
(B4 EARIGABARZ &, FFA%4N i Py 45
BRI T, W JORE S 5 A0 A % 20 i 3 B
JABNIL-10"H EREAR ML (5 %5, #HICDS”™ TZH i
(Fr4m 23 Th g™,

8 Hit5RE

JEBYNILAE A [F) SR IR b A% 1A A AE
P, EAELERJLFES, WX R E
WM T S T BRI . R
(RI% , BEYH AL R G b 104 R A 2 Al 2R AT
F, BT IR 1 AN R B B i A R A . B
EBORMR AR, 2 HUARAL 1B A it
AN T 22 1 T DA E o o 4 0 A e 2 12 N
BE— G R . X T VRS S AL, A
BT BA T TR R B AN R . &
M MEUKSREMASNA LA, X%
SRR TR A HE— D R AN SR
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