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Study on Car-following Behavior Recognition

HE Min, RONG Jian, REN Fu-tian
(Transportation Research Center; Beijing Polytechnic University, Beijing 100022, China)

Abstract: Based on more than 180, 000 field data collected at GuangFuo and JingShi expressvay, the relationship between the kine-
matical characterstics of car following and time headway is analyzed in detail. A new methodology is provided for quantitatively recogniz-
ing car-following status on the basis of variational law between the absolute value of relative speed difference and time headway. A coor-
dinated transformation method is devised to identify the tuming point from car-following status to free drive status. Though the validation
of field data, if finds out that: 1) vehicle with headway less than 5s should be recognized as following vehicle. 2) vehicle with headway
more than 8s should be recognized as free vehicle. 3) travel speed has no obvious effects on the threshold values from car-following sta-
tus to free flow status.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
y Yy y y y y Yy
1 3762 Q0 000 5. 899 0. 000 3.62 0. 000 9 &45 Q0 000 5. 109 0. 000 2.829 0. 000 4 178 Q0 000
2 5939 1 568 7. 93 0.957 5.63%4 0. 958 11 81 1 390 7. 123 1. 189 4.555 0. 811 5 85 Q0 652
3 7 201 2 303 10.223  2.017 7772 2.015 13 506 2 354 9. 432 2.629 6. 134 1. 502 8 036 1727
4 8 715 3 267 10.899  1.890 8 967 2.332 14 804 2R3 11.253  3.653 6. 744 1. 410 9 056 1 85
5 9 889 3 22 11.600 1.781 10.080 2 58 15700 3263 12117 3.863 8. 207 2. 007 10 507 2 378
6 10 540 4 100 13.080 2268 10. 861 2.577 17 133 4009 12.429 3,604 8. 475 1. 637 11 435 2465
7 10 736 3 &5 13.696 2095 11.791 2686 16 258 2752 13.483 3.976 9.197 1. 635 1202 2343
8 12205 4 788 13.760 1.499 11.821 2. 089 17 581 3 402 12.722 2.803 10.279 1. 925 11 93 1 402
9 11 825 3644 12374 —0.206 12772 2215 18 464 3 671 13.030 2539 10.7%4 1. 747 14 89 2627
10 12 300 4 47 14.203 0.549 1303 1. 84 19 281 3 82 15.558 4.166 10.503 0.933 13 063 1 199
11 15297 6 361 14.776  0.343 12 131 0.471 16 271 Q0 773 14.648 2866 11.136 0.859 14 067 1 346
12 15 068 5 739 14.504 —0.510 11.911 —0.321 16 %9 (O 82 15,120 2742 10483 —0258 13210 0050
13 16 833 6 932 15513 —0.384 13.976 0.678 18 269 1 512 14.428 1.628 14.219 2181 14 48 0 068
14 16 344 6 072 17.998 0.873 14804  0.707 19 193 1 816 14.866 1.477 12149 —Q08 15038 0203
15 10 128 0 000 17.700 0.000 14.693 0.000 17 673 0 000 13.749 0.000 12975  0.000 15 91 Q0 000
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
1 6 391 Q 000 7. 970 0. 000 6.263 0. 000 6 759 Q 000 5. 653 0. 000 6. 421 0. 000 6 030 Q 000
2 7092 —003 10.065 1.222 8. 350 1. 25 7 514 Q 159 8. 85 2042 9.937 222 9 670 1 954
3 9 561 1 326 12039 2342 1078 2776 9 433 1329 11. 605 3.667 11.482 2 863 12 221 3 263
4 11 002 1 873 12094 1.848 11.676 304 11 116 2 294 13.333 4.487 13.6% 4041 13326 3233
5 11 656 1L 792 12930 2012 12217 298 11515 2 144 13.130  3.739 1429 394 14 239 3207
6 13340 2534 15067 3270 14059 4029 1383 3713 14.160 3.992 15048 3.930 16 407 4 03
7 12 629 1 364 14.616 2349 13.215 278 12795 22063 14.455 3.648 1602 4113 15 524 2 764
8 13 907 1 781 13.410 0.794 13.898 2845 13 98 2 638 16.233  4.509 15180 2 841 16 V9 3 140
9 13 746 L 051 15.878 2330 14.331 2691 14 361 2 631 14.331 2380 13.983 1.283 17 81 3 056
10 15 251 1 650 14.780 0.866  14.000 1. 886 15 886 3 459 15.153 2464 16.782 2930 18 M98 3 (077
11 14 247 Q0 246 14.997 0.509 14.3% 1. 700 14 96 1 408 16.785 3.206 14.447 0.460 18 451 2 138
12 15382 0550 16.223  1.000 15400 2 033 14 357 1 139 13.737 0.147 15387 0.617 18 519 1 499
13 17 077 1 330 15156 —0.439 14502 074 14 342 0 629 16.907 2139 15.8% 0.417 20363 2150
14 15181 —Q 816 14972 —1.134 12523 —1.465 16 416 1 934 16.347 1.101 13.942 — 1737 17 805 —0. 395
15 16 958 0 000 16.962 0.000 14.85% 0.000 14 760 0 000 15711 0.000 16.8%4  0.000 19 297 0 000
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A (30~ 60km/ h) A (60 ~90km/ h) A (90 ~120km/ h) B (30 ~60km/ h) B (60~ 90km/ h) B (90~ 120km/ h)
Ts 6s [ 8s 6s
y y y Yy y y
1 3. 8138 0. 0000 4 6845 Q0 0000 18. 9065 0. 0000 3.9443 Q 0000 4. 1597 0. 0000 9. 7574 Q0 0000
2 5.304 0. 5036 6 5217 1 0188 14.0258 —4.4906 6. 6656 1 3752 6. 4810 1. 3431 11 7953 Q0 9072
3 7. 3864 1. 4596 8 6210 2 2591 18.4567 — 1.5685 8. 5171 2 0990 8. 4630 2.4085 15 1707 2 8345
4 8. 7355 1. 8539 9 5654 2 5232 19.425 —1.4049 10 5681 2 9722 9. 229 2.8762 17 1439 3 6924
5 9. 7875 2.0201 10. 5692 2 875 22.4765 0.4211 11 0923 2 7020 10. 0820 2.6040 18 4852 4 0634
6 9. 8481 1. 4255 11. 4374 3 0371 24. 3319 1. 2929 12 5945 3 1643 11. 3451 3. 0760 18 3316 33044
7 11. 5790 2. 1128 11. 4519 2 5151 23.5620 0. 0748 12 3816 2 3421 11. 7440 2. 8366 21 095 4 7683
8 11. 0298 1. 0502 11. 1226 1 7025 23. 724  —0.4027 14 6774 3 3987 12. 0740 2. 5405 18 9703 2 4977
9 11. 5489 0. 8075 11. 8482 1 7816 23.3796 — 1.2808 15 0199 2 924 12. 1380 2.02%4 20 3310 2 8885
10 13.7147 1. 8286 12 1282 1913 23.6300 —1.6867 15 7743 2 8947 11. 9604 1.3114 20 3148 22293
11 13.2421 0. 8248 13. 1602 1 822 24.6280 —1.4974 15 867 2 3011 12. 0433 0.8119 21 4938 2 4815
12 13.9212 0. 7048 12. 01% 0 3238 30. 1902 2.3253 15 6362 L 4658 12515 0.6329 22 0381 2 2498
13 13. 8502 0. 092 12. 0327 —0.199 251653 — 2 2801 16 3215 L 3163 13. 5893 0. 9489 24 T2 3 6498
14 14.390 —0.2107 13. 1911 0 2456 21.4364  —5.8538 16 0396 Q0 44725 13. 6181 0. 4049 24 2544 2 6462
15 15. 5089 0. 0000 13. 5326 Q0 0000 29. 5500 0. 0000 16 3337 Q 0000 13. 8160 0. 0000 21 6327 Q0 0000
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