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Figure 1 Three types of environments typical of the Tibetan plateau. Life-to-right: primitive forests in southeastern Tibet, maintain shrubs in the mid
of the Yarlung Zangbo River and meadows in northern Tibet. Photo by Xin Lu
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Figure 2 Tibetan eared-pheasants (Crossoptilon harmani) are a
galliform bird endemic to China, only living in Tibet. Photo by Xin Lu
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Figure 3 Tibetan ground tits are endemic to the Tibetan plateau. The
birds occur in alpine meadows of 2800-6000 m elevation, nesting and
roosting in burrows constructed by themselves. Drawn by Yuyan Chen
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The call of the wild: a challenge to reveal the natural history of
birds on the Tibetan plateau

Lu Xin

Department of Ecology, College of Life Sciences, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China

Knowledge on the natural history of organisms is the bedrock upon which ecology and evolutionary biology stand, and contributes to
natural conservation, public health and human culture. With an average elevation of more than 4000 m and a territory of
2500000 km”, the Tibetan plateau is the highest and largest highland on earth. The extreme environments in the plateau have imposed
strong selective pressures on the evolution of organisms’ life histories, leading to the biodiversity hotpots with global conservation
concern. Of more than 700 bird species inhabiting the plateau, 90% are unknown with respect to natural history. Without such data,
many important scientific and conservative questions cannot be fully understood. Chinese ornithologists are encouraged to full up the
knowledge gap.

field study, Tibetan plateau, birds, natural history
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