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Tab.1 The number of faunal taxa from archaeological sites in the South China region

piis| 7S FEA (4F) SR ksl a2k TG 52 Rk
AT 21000—13000 24 4 0 0 0 20
A - R ARER =10 20000—12000 15 2 0 2 3 8
3 20000—12000 25 5 2 2 1 15
ERva 18000—13000 102 31 9 0 27 35
AR - RATER U 12000—9000 34 1 0 2 4 27
AR 12000—8000 30 0 0 0 0 30
B A —I 12000—11000 25 6 1 1 5 12
MR R 5 I 11000—10000 26 6 1 1 6 12
iR =00 10000—9000 32 7 1 1 11 12
HiR S U 9000—8000 31 7 1 1 10 12
B A5 T 8000—7000 27 7 1 1 6 12
stk S 12000—7000 36 9 1 2 1 23
52T 10890 88 24 1 2 15 46
JhE 7000 29 13 0 0 0 16
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Fig.1 The chronological change in the number of faunal taxa from archaeological sites in the South

China region
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Tab.2 NISPs of faunal remains from archaeological sites in the South China region

Blisi| 7S A (4F) Wixhy e G IES 5% ML
LPSEER 21000—13000 BAER A
LIIPN Ny B Z N | 20000—12000 4 0 10 136 2431
A3 20000—12000 BAER A
ER v 18000—13000 Kit 46 107 447 1393
AR . FAR A P 12000—9000 1 0 20 196 8601
AR 12000—8000 0 0 0 0 51
W g A — 3 12000—11000 2963 185 43 36 18
MR 5 11000—10000 651 233 71 8 12
B 5 = 10000—9000 30132 1151 160 69 386
W 55 DO 9000—8000 10945 423 89 58 2397
WA T 8000—7000 36281 324 110 16 160
rhls bk A 12000—7000 159 4 120 5 606
TR 10890 552 1 0 150 541
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Fig.2 The chronological change in the NISP percentages from archaeological sites in the South China region
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Fig.3  The chronological change in the NISP percentages of small animals from archaeological sites in the South
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Exploring animal exploitation during the Paleolithic-Neolithic
transition in southern China

DONG Ningning', LUO Yunbing®
1. Department of Cultural Heritage and Museology/Institute of Archaeological Science, Fudan University,
Shanghai 200433;
2. Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Wuhan 430077

Abstract The Palaeolithic-Neolithic transition is a crucial period for understanding the
development of human history, with changes in subsistence being a key focus of
zooarchaeological studies. In this study, we first review and re-consider concepts and theories on
the Palaeolithic-Neolithic transition and re-analyse published zooarchaeological data collated from
archaeological sites in southern China dating from 20,000 to 8,000 BP. Our results suggest the
utilisation of an increasingly diverse animal taxa. The intensification is facilitated by both
specialised hunting of large herbivores and exploitation of a wider range of resources including
aquatic resources, birds, and small mammals. Local variations between the Southeast China region,
South China region and Southwest China region are observed despite the regional commonalities
across southern China where the local environment together with the subsistence tradition shaped
their distinct subsistence trajectory towards the Neolithic period. The changing subsistence should
be explored together with cultural traditions, technology, labour organisation, and animal functions
beyond food, moving our understanding towards a complex process of the Paleolithic-Neolithic
transition against a wider context.

Keywords Paleolithic-Neolithic transition; hunting-gathering; origins of agriculture; zooarchaeol-

ogy; Broad Spectrum Revolution
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