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Lemoniidae are not distributed in China: the moth identified as Lemonia

taraxaci ( Lepidoptera: Leomoniidae) in China is actually a bombycid
species ( Lepidoptera: Bombycidae)
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Abstract; After reexamining the specimens identified by WANG Lin-Yao (1998 ) as Lemonia taraxaci
(Denis & Schiffermiiller, 1775) in his paper titled “Lemoniidae — New to China” and deposited in
Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, we found that it is a misidentification of Rotunda
rotundapex (Miyata & Kishida, 1990) (Lepidoptera: Bombycidae) , so the record of the family Lemoniidae
in China by WANG (1998) should be canceled. We redescribed the morphological characteristics of the
misidentified specimens, provided the photos of the adults, wing venation and genitalia, and compared the
diagnostic characteristics of this bombycid species and the true Lemonia taraxaci.
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1.1 53
[@] i %% 4 Rotunda rotundapex ( Miyata & Kishida,
1990) (1. A-D; H2: A)

Bombyx rotundapex Miyata & Kishida, 1990. Japan
Heterocerists’ J.  ( Supplement ), 158, 142, Figs. 1 - 3
[ English p. 143]. (Taiwan, Nantou)

Lemonia taraxaci ( Denis & Schiffermiiller) sensu Wang,
1998. Entomological Knowledge, 35 (2). 105. ( Misiden-
tification )

Bombyx shini Park & Sohn, 2002. Tinea, 17 (2): 67.
(Korea, Gangwon)

Rotunda rotundapex: Wang et al., 2015. Zootaxa, 3989
(1):20, Fig. 6.
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K1 [’ %A Rotunda rotundapex (Miyata & Kishida, 1990) #h= % %% K 7 fik
Fig. 1
A MEPEAPMEFE 45 Male genitalia; B: 5 8 154k 8th sternite; C; MiPESMEF#S Female genitalia; D: ##Jjk Wing venation.

Genitalia and wing venation of Rotunda rotundapex (Miyata & Kishida, 1990)
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K2 [ENiZK A Rotunda rotundapex (Miyata & Kishida, 1990) (A ) I3 2 Sl ik
Lemonia taraxaci (Denis & Schiffermiiller, 1775) (B) iiiH, &
Fig. 2 Adults of Rotunda rotundapex (Miyata & Kishida, 1990) (A)
and Lemonia taraxaci (Denis & Schiffermiiller, 1775) (B), &
B [1563] 1 hitp://www. lepiforum. de/lepiwiki. pl? Lemonia_Taraxaci .

Fig. B is adopted from http://www. lepiforum. de/lepiwiki. pl? Lemonia_Taraxaci.
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Table 1 Comparisons of diagnostic characteristics between Rotunda rotundapex ( Bombycidae)

and Lemonia taraxaci ( Lemoniidae)
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