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Fig. 1 Distribution of Chinese metropolitan areas
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Table 2 Population and urbanization level of Chinese urban agglomerations in 2000
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Fig. 2 Distribution of large Chinese urban agglomerations
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Definition of Chinese Metropolitan Areas and Large Urban Agglomerations:
Role of Large Urban Agglomerations in Regional Development

NING Yue-Min'?

(1. The Center for Modern Chinese City Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China;
2. The Center of Urban and Regional Studies, Shanghai Academy of Social Science, Shanghai 200020, China)

Abstract: The large urban agglomerations are the main form of spatial organization of urbanization, and they
have become the powerful engine of national economic development. Since reform and opening-up, China has re—
integrated into the world economic system, and both industrialization and urbanization have accelerated the en—
largement of scale of large urban agglomerations and upgraded their function level. This paper firstly defines the
concept of Chinese metropolitan areas based on the data attained from the fifth national census, and distinguishes
the three types of Chinese metropolitan areas. In 2000, China had a total of 117 metropolitan areas, of which
twenty-six areas had a population of 2 million or more. Then, the paper defines the concept of large urban ag—
glomerations in China, and summarizes the basic features of 13 large urban agglomerations. This paper uses the
metropolitan area as the basic unit to define the concept of large urban agglomerations in China, then analyzes
their spatial distribution and roles in regional development. And the author thinks that Chinese large urban ag—
glomerations play important roles as the centre of gravity of the national economy and the growth engines in re—

gional development.

Key words: metropolitan area; large urban agglomerations; regional development



