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Social Response Process of the Flood Disaster in
Haihe River Basin in 1917

FANG Xiugi', MA Yaling', LI Yikai', WAN Jinhong" *and YE Yu'

( (1. Faculty of Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower Research, Beijing 100048 , China) )

Abstract: The Haihe River Basin had a flood disaster in a. d. 1917, and it was one of the most serious years
during the twentieth Century. We sum up the social impact of disaster transmission process in 4 aspects as: (1) In
1917, the rainfall was long and strong in the Haihe River Basin because typhoon affected the area in the summer
and autumn. Hence, the flood struck the land, including embankments destroyed, farmland flooded, houses col-
lapsed, traffic disruption, urban waterlogging, population death. There are a large number of victims in the Haihe
River Basin by the flood. (2) Owing to the disaster, the victims chose to escape, such as some entered the city.
Meanwhile, disaster relief organizations established and consisted of government, society, and the church. Disaster
relief organizations sent the disaster relief to the victims in time and settled the life of victims of the disaster. In ad-
dition, organizations mobilized the victims to save themselves and helped them resume production. (3) For better
management, the government set up a special water conservancy management institution named Shunzhi Water
Committee. Shunzhi Water Committee organized the construction of water conservancy engineering facilities, and
surveying topographic map and setting observation stations. (4) Shunzhi Water Committee was the long — term
effect of the flood disaster that it effectively reduced the flood disaster in the Haihe River Basin and had laid the
foundation of modern water conservancy management system in China. Moreover, victims who entered the city in-
creased the population of the city as well as promoted economic development.
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