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Abstract: Illegal transboundary movement of waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) has become one of the
important environmental issues worldwide. How to identify the WEEE from used electrical and electronic equipment
(UEEE) has subsequently been considered as a hot topic of international environmental convention. In this context, a
comparative study was conducted to understand the transboundary movement management of WEEE and UEEE, and their
identification standards under the international convention. The typical exporting countries/regions (such as America,
Japan and the EU) and typical importing countries (such as Thailand, Malaysia and China) were selected as the case
studies. The results showed that the policies of the developed and developing countries on the transboundary movement of
WEEE and UEEE are antagonistic. Although the Basel Convention is trying to reduce this antagonism in order to protect
the environmental interests of developing countries, the risk of the illegal transboundary movement of e-waste still exists.
On the basis of WEEE and UEEE import management status in China and the results obtained in this study, some effective
policy suggestions were put forward for improving the existing management system in China.
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Table 1  Criteria on identification of WEEE in the e-waste guidelines under Basel Convention
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Table 2  Criteria on identification of UEEE (non-waste) used electrical and electronic equipment in the e-waste

guidelines under Basel Convention
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Table 3 Comparisons on transboundary movement control of waste and used electrical and electronic equipment among

Basel Convention and typical countries/region
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Fig.1 Conditions and procedures for transboundary movement control of e-waste in typical countries/region
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Table 4 Comparisons on distinction criteria between waste and used electrical and electronic equipment among Basel

Convention and typical countries/region
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