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Fig 1 Distribution of cotton field in China.
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~ A STUDY ON RATIONAL LOCATION OF
THE COTTON PRODUCTION IN CHINA

Zhu Zhuo

(Pepoles University)

ABSTRACT

Cotton is the leading industrial crop and onc of the main fibres uscd as raw
_materials, in the textile industry in China,

Cotton producton has made considerable progress in China since the founding
of our Pcople’s Republic,but there are great gaps comparcd with the developing
specd and scale of the cotton textile industry and sharp contradictions between its
supply and demand, owing to the developing spced of the cotlon production 1s
.. not fast; the ficld is not stable and its production level is not high,

Among the main rcasons for creating the situation mentioned above are the
reduction of the cotton acrcage,the lacking duc to the concentration of area of
catton production,the intcrregional imbalance in the cotton production due to sharp
contradiction between production of food crops and that of cotton, the irrational
purchasing price for cotton, and overemphasizing of self-support on local supply
for civil purposes, Thus,it results in that some old cotton producing zones find
themselves: difficult to improve ‘their production techniques, and hence their
_ production management remains backward,the unit output drops remarkably,the total
- yield stagnates and the cotton production as a whole fails to satisly the needs of the
cotton textile industry and cannot mecet the rcquirements for civil purposes,

In China,it has favorable conditions for growing cotton, The middle and lower
basins of the Yangtze and Yellow Rivers and southern Xingiang in particular have
perfectly suitable natural cnvironments and great potentiality for getting better
achievements.

Thereforc it is nccessary to carry out the principles of making full usc of
what is advantagecous, Whilc avoiding what is disadvantagcous, and applying
measurcs to suit local condition and concentrating  production properly, in order
to win greater development of cotton production in China,Expressed in a bit more
detail,we must actively develop new coiton producing zones in addition to improve
and cxpand the cxisting cotton producing zones, and firmly contract the acreage
with poor cotton cultivating conditions,in order to solve the problem of interr»

glonal imbalance in coiton production,



